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Our pages are so filled with articles we felt ita duty 
to hasten the publication of, that many others, of a mis- 
cellaneous character or of more remote interest, have 
been postponed, A multitude of matter is lying over. 


United States bank stock. At Philadelphia, 124 7-8 
@1254—at New York, 125}@)125}. 


‘¢ Measures not men” Fifty tailors have just arrived 
at New York from Liverpool, in the ship Star. 


Atie. The new board of assistants made thirty-four 
ballotings yesterday for president, without effecting a 
choice. They then adjourned till Thursday. 

In the board of aldermen the number of ballotings was 
thirty-nine, without effecting a choice, the strength of 
parties being exactly equal. The candidates were Ben- 
son (W.) and Varian (J.) The board then adjourned 
till Thursday. [M. ¥. Jour. of Com. 


A panic! A report prevailed at Nashville that the 
public deposites, or a part of them, were to be removed 
from the Union bank. That is—that the bank would be 
required to pay acertain portion of the debts which it 
owed! This seems to have caused much alarm; and the 
Nashville Union of April 28, an entire ‘‘government pa- 
per,” thus notices the report: 

We only await the reception of a document, which we expect 
to receive to-day, in order to lay before our readers, an authori- 
tive refutation of the insidious and mischievous statements and 
misrepresentations which have been made by the Danner, 
Franklin Review and other papers of kindred opposition poli- 
tics, in relation to the alleged removai of a portion of the govern- 
ment deposites from the Union bank of this city. Suffice it to 
say, until our next, that no part of the deposites have been re- 
moved—that the amount wilhin a few days has been greatly in- 
creased—and that, in all probability—untess it becomes impe- 
riously necessary for the phblie service—no part of the deposites 
will be called for by the treasury department during the season. 

Again! The Globe, which speaks only the views of the 
ruling party, yesterday issned the following order to the depo- 
site banks—those of New York in particular:— 

“The present state of the currency imposes upon the leading 
deposite banks the obligation of lessening their loans, calling 
upon other banks for regular settlements and payment of balan- 
ces in specie, and thus give a check to their too extended 
operations; to the raging mania for wild speculations and over- 
trading; and thus restore amore wholesome state in the curren- 
cy of the country.’? 


There is an awful pressure for money, in most of the 
cities, ‘The shavers exact their pounds of flesh. The 
deposite project, we think, has completely failed. 


ws 


Hear ye, representatives in congress from the old 
states! Hearken to the voice of the oracle which fore- 
tels your destiny, if ye be not wise in time! The De- 
troit Free Press, the organ of the spoils party in Michi- 
gan, cries out against the passage of Mr. Clay’s land 
bill, and predicts its defeat—arguing against present ac- 
lon upon it in the following terms: [WMat. Int. 

“When both Michigan and Arkansas shall hecome members 
of the union, the new states will be strong enough in the senate 
(0 defeat any measure which may be injurious to their interests, 
if not powerful enough to accomplish what will promote them. 
[tis highly important for the new states that Mr. Clay’s bill, 
how before eongress, should be defeated.” 


The Washington Globe of Monday, states that authentic in- 
ormation has been received of the payment to our agent at 
aris of all the instalments due from France under the treaty 
Of the fourth July, 1831. Its amount in all is over three and a 
half millions of dollars. 
_ “We understand says the Globe that the money received is 
in the course of transmission to this country in gold, atthe 
rate of about two hundred thousand dollars in each packet; 
and that the utmost dilligence is employed in the bureaus of 
the treasury department, so far as consistent with the pressure 
Vor. L.—Sie. 14. 





of the current business and the calls of congress, in comparing 
the names of the debtors to the United States with those in 
whose favor awards have been made, for the purpose of retain- 
ing such sums as may appear to be due to the government 
from all such claimants. Scrip for the proper amounts will 
then be issued to all such as are entitled to the indemnity 
under the awards. 


“If congress do not pass the bill before them, authorising an 
immediate payment of all the instalments, the net proceeds of 
the whole ainount received from France will be paid over as 


soon “is it arrives and as the amount due each claimant can be 
ascertained, 


“It is expected that the scrip will be ready some time before 
all the money artives.”? 


From the Globe of Monday. Weare informed that 
several members ot congress have made inquiries of the 
president in relation to the fact stated by Mr. Adams in 
debate, that he had consulted him (then a major general 
in the United States army), in regard to the limits stipu- 
lated in the treaty of 1819, for the south western froutier 
of the union. Weare informed that the president, in 
reply to these inquiries, has said, that Mr. Adams must 
have fallen into some mistake; that he has not the slight+ 
est recollection of having been consulted on the subject; 
that he could not have expressed an opinion in regard to 
the topography of the country, or the nature and extent 
of the claim set up for it by our government, and because 
the only point in the treaty with which his duties asa 
military man made him acquainted being Florida, he 
presumes, if consulted at all, in relation to the treaty, of 
which he has no recollection, it must have becn in regard 
to that territory. 

[See Mr. Adams’ replication in Tuesday’s proceedings 
of the house of representatives. } 


From the National Intelligencer of Monday, 9th of 
Muy. A debate of great interest sprung up in the house 
of representatives on Saturday last; of which a bricf 
outline will be found in our report of that day’s pro- 
ceedings. [See congress news.] Brief as it is, how- 
ever, it will serve to give our readers some idea of the 
topics and course of the debate. We entreat the atten 
tion of all our readers to it. If we mistake not, they 
will find in it much matter for very serious thought. 
They wijl be pretty generally surprised at some of the 
disclosures made, and not least, that, when the most sus- 
picious amongst us never dreamt of it, we should have 
been deliberately taking steps which, as is proved by the 
very military appropriations now required from congress 
by the executive, it has been anticipated might lead to 
difficulties, if not hostilities, between the United States 
and Mexico. 

It is satisfactory, however, meanwhile, to learn that 
the arguments in favor of assembling troops on the Sa- 
bine, drawn from the employment of Indians by the 
Mexicans against the Texians, and from the near ap- 
proach of the Mexican troops to the border, are depriv- 
ed of ail the force to which they were entitled by the 
positive contradiction of the reports to that effect which 
have been lately circulated. 

We are happy to infer, almost certainly, from the 
Mexican official papers that the whole story of the mas- 
sacre of colonel Fanning’s command is, from beginning 
to end, a fabrication, and that colonel Fanning and his 
men are now prisoners of war in the Mexican territory. 

The Richmond Enguirer, whose editor is likely to be 
well informed on the subject, gives it as its impression, 
that, if the president felt himself at liberty to indulge 
his private feelings, he would not hesitate one moment 
to speak liberty to Texas, and an affiliation with the 
United States of America. 


From the National Intelligencer of May 10. 
The Texian subject has assumed an aspect entirely new 
so far as the government of the United States is concerned: 
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since the debate in the house of representatives on Saturday 
last, in connection with the documents which were read on 
that day, and which we have copied into the preceding columus 
from the Globe of yesterday. 

From these documents, &c. it will be seen that the executive 
has undertaken to claim, as being within the limits of the 
United States, territory over which the Mexican government 


has heretofore exercised jurisdiction, including ‘old Fort Na- 


cogdoches;’’ and has authorised gen. Gaines, ander such in- 
terpretation of the rights of the United States, to cross the Sa- 
bine and occupy that post. Of this determination on the part 
of the executive, communicated to gen. Gaines by a letter from 
the war department dated the 28th ult. the secretary of state 
(Mr. Lorsyth) apprized Mr. Gorostiza, the Mexican minister, 
in a couversation on the 20th of April, assuring him that the 
mieasure was “not to be taken as an indivation of any hostile 
feeling, or of a desire to establish a possession or claim not 
justified by the treaty of limits.”? 

What the Mexican minister said, ifbe said any thing, in re- 
ply to this communication from the secretary of state, has not 
becn communicated to congress. The executive has left con- 
gress in doubt on the subject, unless it may be inferred, from 
nothing being said of it, that the minister had not a word to 
say in reply to what Mr. Forsyth communicated to him. Such 
may have been the case. But we doubtit. Be that as it may, 
however, we should be wanting in our duty to our readers, if 
we did not warn them, in time, of the imminent danger of our 
being involved hy this measure in a war which cannot be 
otherwise than disastrous to the whole western frontier, how- 
ever fortunate we may be in its prosecution or victorious in its 
termination. We earnestly hope that the danger may pass 
away, that the Mexican government will be satisfied with the 
assurances Of the secretary of state, that the military occupa- 
tion of the Mexican territory is from an amicable motive, and 
will continue no longer than until the line is rum and the true 
limits marked—notwithetanding the demonstrable proposition 
that no line that can be run, according to the terms of our 
treaty with Mexico, can include the said old Fort Nacogdo- 
ches. We hope that the government of Mexico will avoid 
coming into a collision with the United Sta.es, which, however 
it be brought about, would be at Icastas disastrous to Mexico 
on her maritime border as it would be to the United States on 
our western frontier,and would be justly a subject of reproach, 
in the community of nations, to both countries. 

We have assumed it, above, as demonstrable that no line 
that can be run under the treaty can include the old post of 
Nacogdoches, which gen. Gaines has been instructed to oecupy. 
We will now state the grounds of this assumption on our part. 

But, first, let us state, without reference to our treaties with 
Spain and Mexico, the material points in this question of boun- 
dary: 

1. The sources of the Sabine, properly so called, rise near 
the south side of Red river, and bead over all the sources of 
the river Neches. 


2. The Sabine, where intersected by latitnde 32 degrces, is a 
river, Which is, at high water, navigable by pirogues and small 
batteaux. The line of latitude 32, extended westward, would 
strike only the head-crecks of the Neches. 

3. Nacogdoches, situated some fifty miles west of the Sabine, 
is an ancient Spanish establishment, made long previous to the 
French colonization of Louisiana. The land-grants of all the 
country from the main river Sabine westward, and some of 
them cast of that stream, emanated from the land office in San 
Antonio de Bexar (of which the Alamo was the citadel). Con- 
sequently all the country west of the Sabine river has, at all 
times since the colonization of Louisiana by France, and of 
Texas by the Spaniards, been regarded, up to the present time, 
as part of the Spanish (now Mexican) territory. 

So clear, indeed, is this question, that no person, even mo- 
derately acquainted with the geography of the countries on 
both sides of the Sabine would any more regard the Neches 
aa the main stream of the Sabine, than they would the Shenan- 
doah as the main stream of the Potomac, or the Juniata as 
that of the Susquehannah. 

Let us now refer to the solemn recognition by treaty of the 
boundary of Texas, whilst that provinee, with all the other 
states of Mexico, was still considered a province of Spain. 
The treaty with Spain (Feb. 22, 1819) recognizes the boundary 
between the two countries, west of the Mississippi, as follows: 
It “shall begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the river 
Sabine, in the sea, continuing worth, along the western bank 
of that river, to the 32d degree of latitude; thence, by a line 
due north, to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio 
Roxo of Natchitoches or Red river; then following the course 
of the Rio Roxo westward to the degree of longitude 100 west 
from London and 23 from Washington; then, crossing the said 
Red river, and running thence, by a line due north, to the river 
Arkansas; thence, following the course of the southern bank of 
the Arkansas to its source, in latitude 42 north; and thence, by 
that parallel of latitude, to the South Sea. The whole being 
as laid downin Melish’s map of the United States, published at 
Philadelphia, improved to the first of January, 1818.” 

The same treaty further stipulates, in reference to the boun- 
dary thus recognized, as follows: ‘The two high contracting 
parties agree to cede and renounce all their rights, claims and 
pretensions to the territories described by the said line; that is 
to say: the United States hereby cede to his Catholic majesty, 
and renounce forever, all their rights, claims and pretensions 








to the territories lying west and south of the above described 
line,?? &e. ; 

As between the United States and Spain, nothing can be 
plainer or clearer than this definition of boundary. 

But, still tater, after the recognition of the independence of 
Mexico, that is to say, on the 12th of February, 1828, we made 
a treaty with Mexico (the ratifications of which were exchang- 
ed as late as April 5, 1832), in which was a new recognition of 
boundary, word for word, in the very terms (Melish’s map and 
all) of the article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain. 

Again: only on the 20th of the last month (the very-day of the 
conference between the secretary of state and the Mexican 
minister) were exchanged the ratifications of a supplementary 
treaty, the sole object of which was to recognize and carry into 
effect the stipulations of the treaty of 1828 concerning the boun- 
dary line between the two countries. 

Whatever doubt existed as to the boundary line was ended 
by the treaty of 1819 with Spain, not contradicted but solemnly 
renewed and corroborated by subsequent treaties with Mexico, 

But, to prevent the possibility of the language of those treaties 
being subjected to different interpretations, Melish’s map of 
January, 1818, was made a part of each of these treaties; ani 
the Jine marked on that map, thus recognized, must be the true 
line, whatever any One may now think ought to have been the 
recognized Jine. According to that map, the post of Nacogdo- 
ches is, by measurement, forty-eight miles west of the western 
boundary of the United States, south of its intersection of the 
lattitude of 32 degrees, and is of course so many miles within 
the Mexican territory. 

This is a plain statementof the case as we understand it. 

We do not pretend to deny, the reader will readily perceive, 
that it would be a very convenient thing to have the boundary line 
ofthe U, States extended as far west as it is claimed—(though 
such an extension would not embrace the principal settlements 
nade in that country, by emigrants from the United States)— 
but itis an acquisition which can be made in one only of two 
Ways; that is, with the consent of Mexico, or by conquest, 
To the former mode of cotaining it we have no objection: tu 
the latter we have all the repugnance of these who have a due 
regard either to the faith of treaties or the law of nations. 

Nor do we deny that, in the event of any hostile inroad into 
the territory of the United States, the invaders, whether In- 
dians, Mexicans or Texians, may be pursued into Texas. What 
we object to is the authority expressly given to our command- 
ing general on that frontier to advance into the Mexican terri 
tory as far as Nacogdoches; considering such an authority, un- 
der present circumstances, as one very liable, and very likely, 
to be constrned into an order—and, consequently, an authority 
which ought not to have been given. Still less would we be 
understood as differing in opinion from those who deem an ad- 
dition necessary to the existing means and material for the de- 
fence of the western frontier. It is due to the people of that 
frontier, not only that they should be protected from actual 
danger, but secured from the apprehension of it. All proper 
measures, having that end in view, and no Jatent ulterior pur- 
pose, will receive our cordial assent and approbation. But, of 
all conceivable ways of disposing of our surplus revenue, we 
protest against bringing into the field, upon the plea of defend- 
ing the frontier, large armies of militia, should obvious necessi- 
ty and propriety not require it. 


From the same. From Tennessee we learn that governor 
Cannon, as soon as he received the requisition of gen. Gaines 
from Natchitoches, issued his proclamation calling for volun- 
teers, in companies of 64 rank and file, one captain and three 
subalterns each. Thirty companies will be received, who will, 
when assembled, elect their own field officers. We are very 
glad to observe that the object for which these volunteers are 
invited is distinctly stated to be *‘for the purpose of protecting 
our western frontier, and preserving the neutrality between 
Mexico and our government. 


From a postscript to the same. After our paper was ready for 
press, last evening, we were happy to learn that a fetter had 
just been received in this city from an officer of the army of the 
highest rank, at New Orleans, stating that there was not the 
least danger of any hostilities on the: Texian frontier, either 
from Indians er from the Mexican troops, and that the governor 
of Louisiana concurred fully in that opinion, founded on the 
most recent information from the frontier. We infer from this 
that general Gaines has been misinformed and entirely mista- 
ken as to the fears expressed in his letter to the secreiary 0! 
war, which we publieh to-day. 


It has been for some time generally reported that propositions 
had been made on the part of the Mexican government to tle 
United States, treating of the sale of Texas to our government. 

The rumor originated from astory that our minister, Mr. 
Butler, at Mexico, had caused it to be reported that tlie secre- 
tary of relations in Mexico had conferred with him on the sub- 
ject of such sale. We find in the government paper of thé 
Mexican republic, published in Mexico, under date of March 
the 7th, a correspondence between the secretary of Mexican 
relations and Mr. Butler, in which our minister in replying t° 
the letter addressed him by the secretary, states explicitly, that 
nO proposition or suggestion as emanating from the secretary; 


in relation to the selling or transferring of Texas, or any part of 


the Mexican territory, was ever made to him, and charges 
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the author of such communication as culpable of a dircct false- 
soo0d. 

So far as we can learn from a perusal of the government pa- 
er, the disposing of ‘Texas to the U. States is very far from the 

intentions or Wishes of the existing authorities of the Mexican 

republic. {New Orleans Bul. April 26. 


From the Delaware Journal of May 10. Itis with deep re- 
ret we announce to our fellow citizens the death of our vene- 
rable townsman Caleb P. Bennett, governor of the state of 
Delaware. He departed this life yesterday afternoon about 4 
o’clock, in the 78th year of his age, after a painful illness of 
about four Weeks. 

Governor Bennett was the last surviving commissioned offi- 
cer of the gallant regiment of Delaware, and like all the officers 
of that distinguished corps, bravely and faithfully discharged 
his duty to his country. He entered the service when about 
eighteen years Of age as an ensign, and with the uncalculating 
and enthusiastic patriotism which distinguished that period of 
our history, he embarked his all in the venture and bravely 
persevered tothe end. Major Bennett was present in all the 
general engagements which were fought in the middle states— 
at Trenton, Princeton, Long Island, Brandywine, Germantown, 
Monmouth, in all these engagements he was with the Dela- 
ware regiment, and, of course, in the thickest of the fight. At) 
the battle of Germantown, he was severely wounded in the 
attack upon Chew’s house. When general Gates was appoint- 
ed to the command of the southern army, maior Bennett ac- 
companied his regunent under the orders of the brave De Kal); 
and in the desperate conflict at Camden, his compuny was al- 
most annihilated. He was then detached on the recruiting 
service to Delaware, and having completed his complement of 
men, joined the army of Washington, and closed a briliiant 
series Of military services, by participating in the capture of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown. 

Since the close of that eventful war, major Bennett has 
principally resided in Delaware, and for the last twenty years, 
in this, his native town. He was remarkable for all the quali- 
ties which constitute a good citizen: a tender and affectionate 
husband and father, a warm hearted friend and neighbour,a 
devoted patriot and an honest man. Amidst all the exacerba- 
tions of party contention, major Bennett was popular and re- 
spected—and those who differed from him in political senti- 
ment, did full justice to the excellence of his heart, the ardour 
of his patriotism and the integrity of his life and motives. In 
the year 1832, he was elected by his fellow citizens to the office 
of governor of this state—being the first executive elected un- 
der the amended constitution. He died as he had lived, with the 
composure of a Christian and the intrepidity of a soldier. He 
bas gone from works to fewards—the last of that gallant regi- 
ment whose deeds and services will live as long as the records 
of our country eu lure. 

By the death of governor Bennett, the office of governor de- 
volves upon Charles Polk, esq. speaker of the senate. 


es 


We have about a—gquarter of a peck of articles and, 
scraps relating, or said to relate, to the affairs of Florida 
and Texas—but only notice a few of them, at present. 
It is very difficult to distinguish between the probable 
and the fabulous. The avidity of the newspaper press 
for articles of intelligence, no matter much from what 
source, greatly tends to confuse and confound matters of 
fact. 

A Natchez paper of the 26th Apail says— 

Major McCall, aid to gen. Gaines, passed here on Saturday 
evening direct from Fort Jessup. He is the bearer of despatches 
to the president of the U. States. Hecontradicts the rnmor that 
the Indians had taken up arms against the Texians, and states 
that gen. Gaines is satisfied he has been misinformed, and has 
consequently recalled the troops he ordered to the Sabine. 
Majer McCall also states that capt. Quitman had spent some 
days in assisting the fleeing women and children, as he was 
also led to believe the rumor; but, being disabused of the error, 
had gone onto join Houston. We hope that the timid and credu- 
lous will be satisfied with this information, and no more prevent 
aid from reaching the Texians by means of giving currency to 
idle reports. 

But a N. Orleans paper of the 27th has the following: 

“‘In camp, Sabine, April 23, 1836. 

“Dear sir: In my last letter [ told you there would probably 
be ‘war in the west.’ General Gaines has just learned that an 
emissary from Santa Anna has been in the camp of Indians, | 
and what the result of this will be we shall see by and by. In 
the mean time he has despatched capt. Hitchcock, of the U.S. 
army, and a file of 25 men, with a flag of truce, to the head 
quarters of the Mexican general, to warn him of the consequen- 
ces, and to stay his hand, if possible, from the indiscriminate 
and inhuman slaughter he is committing upon our devoted 
countrymen,?? 

FOREIGN NEWS. 


From London papers to the 3d of April. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
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The two houses of parliament adjourned for the Easter holy- 
days on the 30th of March. The house of lords to the 12th and 
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| that of commons to the 11th of April. Mr. P. M. Stewart gave 
' notice that on the 15th of April he should call the attention of 


ihe house tothe late vutrageous proceedings at Cracow, and 
also to certain quarantine regulations newly established by the 
ezar, the effect of which would be to close the mouth of the 
Danube against the British trade with the Black Sea. Mr. 
Stewart also adverted to the commercial negotiations with 
Portugal. Lord Palmerston, in answer to a question of Mr. 
Stewart, admitted that the Portuguese government displayed 
an unfriendly feeling towards the reciprocity system, and inti- 
mated that corresponding measures would probably be resorted 
to, from necessity, by the British government. 

The corporation reform bill for Ireland gwas rend a third 
time and passed on the 28th of March, by a majority of 61, the 
division being 260 to 199. The bill had its first reading in the 
house of lords on the 29th, and lord Melbourne gave notice that 
he should call it up again on the 18th of April. 

The evidence taken before the committee on military punish- 
ments coutinued to occupy a large share of public attention, 
The duke of Wellington’s testimony, for flogging was very 
much quoted and commented on. The effect of solitary con- 
finement, as ascertained by experiment in the United States, 
forms a prominent topic of discussion and remark in the Lon- 
don papers. One answer of the duke is worth quoting as a 
perfect illustration of the mechanical point of view in which 
soldiers are considered by commanders. ‘The question related 
to the efficacy of the English army at a particular time, in 
reply to which the duke stated that “it was impossible to have 
a machine more highly mounted and in better order than that 
army.°? 

We regret to say that accounts of outrages, robberies and 
murders in Ircland, continue to be dreadfully frequent. 

The marquis of Waterford, well known to the New York po- 
lice, got a sound drubbing at Nottingham from three poor glee- 
singers on whom he attempted to play off some practical jokes 
not of the most gentle quality. 

American stocks. March 31. United States bank £22 10s, 
Pennsylvania fives, 1014 a 103, Maryland sixes 108, Ohio se- 
vens 107, Louisiana 100 a 101, Mississippi Planters bank 262, 
Tennessee Planters £3 10s, New Orleans canal and banking 
company 2215, New Yoik Life and Trust 93, New Jersey ca- 
nal bonds 1042. 

FRANCE. 

The principal item of news found in the Paris papers, is that 
of the payment of eighteen millions four hundred and sixty 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six franes, fif'y-two centimes, 
by the French government.to Messrs. Rothschild, on, account 
of the American indemnification. ‘T'wo instalments yet re- 
main to be paid, which will be due, the first February 2, 1837, 
and the other Febrnary 2, 1838. 

A grant of 1,200,000 francs for secret service, equivalent toa 
vote of confidence, was voted in the chamber of deputies, on 
the 25th March, by the large majority of 152. 

The Trocadero, a hundred and twenty gun ship, was de- 
stroyed by fire, at Toulon, on the 23d March. 


From the London Times of March 28. 

The French papers of Friday are again nearly wholly filled 
with matters relating to the proceedings of the chamber of 
deputies. A very long and animated debate had arisen on 
Thursday, on the subject of the supplementary grant for secret 
service money applied for by the new minister of the interior. 
Some of the most distinguished speakers, Messrs. Guizot, Odil- 
lon Barrot and De Sade, addressed the chamber at great length, 
the first in favor of, and the two latter against the grant. On 
the question the respective parties in the chamber seem to 
have resumed the stations they ocenpied previous to the late 
change of ministry, by which change they were for a time, in 
appearance at least, quite ministerial. The debate, however, 
was adjourned till Friday, when it was expected to close by a 
vote in favor of the grant. 


In virtue of powers received from the United States govern- 
ment by Messrs. Rothschild & Brothers, of Paris, these gentle- 
men have applied tothe French treasury for the payment of 
the instalments due, conformably to the convention of 1832, 
and have received the sum of 18,000,000 frances. The remain- 
ing instalments amount to 7,000,000 francs. Thus all remain- 
ing doubts‘as to the possibility of any misunderstanding again 
arising about the settlement of this long pending suit is re- 
moved. 


The precise amount paid on account of the American in- 
demnity is 18,460,666f. 52c. There remain yet two instal- 
ments to be paid, which will fall due respectively on Feb. 2, 
1837, and Feb. 2, 1838. The payment of these instalments 
will entirely liquidate, with its interest, the debt of 25,000,600, 
which bad well nigh given rise to a collision between Franee 
and America. 

A rail road between Calais, Paris and Brussels is said to be 
in contemplation. 

A petition signed by the duke of Padua, Massena, prince of 
Essling, Ney, prince of Moscowa, and several other illustrious 
names, and praying for the revocation of the law of banish- 
ment against the family of Napoleon, has been presented to the 
chamber of deputies. 

SPAIN. 

An address expressing the firmest confidence in M. Mendiza- 
bal, and signed by more than 500 grandees of Spain, merchants 
and manufacturers, has been preeented to the queen. 
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The war had been successful, on the part of the queen 

regent. 

despatch from Madrid, dated March 22, announces that on 
that day at 3 o’clock, the queen had opened the session of the 
cortes in person. 

The speech from the throne declares that the vote of the 
electoral Jaw is the only legal means of affecting a revisal of 
the fundamental institutions of the kingdom and of the princi- 
pal object of the meeting of the chambers; that other important 
inatters will be laid before them, especially that of the nego- 
tiation that is opened with the states of South America. 

Madrid enjoys the most perfect tranquillity. 

PORTUGAL. 

The prince consort of Portugal embarked at Portsmouth 
(England) for Lisbon, on the 291i March, on board a steam 
vessel, hired by the Portuguese government, and escorted by a 
Portuguese frigate which had been lying some time at Ports- 
mouth for the purpose. The marriage was to be solemnized 
on the 4th April, on which day her majesty would attain her 
17th year. 

RUSSIA. 

Letters from the Russian frontier say that the troops in Bes- 
sarabia, having been gradually augmeuted, now amount to 
100,000 men. 

AFRICA. 

We copy from the letter of the Morning Herald correspon- 
dent, the following paragraph, relating to the supposed desire 
of our [the American] government to obtain a portion of the 
territory in Africa. 

The letter is dated Lisbon, March 19. 

I stated to you in a furmer letter that there isan American 
squadron expected here to consist of the North Carolina, 90 
gun ship, Potomac and United States frigates, John Adams 
corvette, and two other smaller vessels. On their arrival the 
commodore is to shift his flag from the Constitution (now in 
this port) to the North Carolina. The ostensible object for 
which they come is the protection of their trade in the event of 
a war with France; but it is believed, upon very solid ground, 
that the purpose aimed at is far different. The United States 
government have been long endeavoring to induce the empe- 
ror of Morocco to sell one of his ports to them: and in order to 
put him in good humor, have made him presents at different 
times amounting altogether to the value of 150,000 dollars. 
The frequent visits of American ships of war to the Moorish 
ports, having begun to awaken in the minds of our rulers some 
suspicion of what was going forward, and it being guessed that 
England would not fail to throw every obstacle in the way of 
any arrangement of that nature, the Yankees (it is surmised) 
have only withdrawn their squadron from the Mediteranean in 
order to be able to pursue their object in that quarter unob- 
served, by feigning to have given itup. ‘The emperor it seems, 
though for along while reluctant, on the plea that it would 
displease England, has laterally begun to manifest some dispo- 
sition to accede to the proposal. The conclusion I drew from 
the above stated premises was our naval force in this river 
would be considerably strengthened; and the fact which only 
came to my knowledge subsequently, that some more ships of 
the line were in train of equipment in the British ports, ap- 
pears to corroborate my conjecture. 


LATEST FROM FRANCE, 

The decree for the payment of the American indemnification 
was published in the Bulletin des Louis on the 2d of April. The 
following is a translation. 

Palace of the Tuileries, March 19, 1636. 
Louis Phillippe, king of the French. 

By virtue of the law of June 14th, 1835, relating to the treaty 
eoncluded on the 4th of July, 1831, between France and the U. 
States, which authorises the minister of the finances to take 
the necessary measures for the execution of that treaty, under 
the condition expressed in the Ist article of the same law; 

Considering that the condition has been satisfied, and upon 
the report of our minister of the finances, we have ordained and 
do ordain as follows: 

Art. 1, Our minister of the finances will cause to be paid to the 
government of the United States, or to the bearer of its authori- 
zation, eighteen millions, four hundred and eighty-six thousand, 
six hundred and sixty-six francs, fifty-two centimes, being the 
amount due on the 2d of February, 1836, of the twenty-five mil- 
lions, the payment of which was stipulated in the treaty of July 
4, 1831, as follows: 

Sum of the instalments of principal for 1833, 1834, 1835 and 
1836, deducting one million on account of the fifleen hundred 
thousand francs applicable to French claims, 15,666,666fr. 64c. 
Interest computed to February 2d, 1836, 2,819,999 88 


Total, 18,486 ,666fr. 52c. 

Art. 2. The said sum of 18,486,666 fraucs 52 centimes, shall 
be carried to the account of appropriations for 1836, and placed 
against the extraordinary credit provided by the law of the 15th 
June, 1835. It will form the subject of a special article in the 
account of those appropriations. 

Art. 3. Future provision will be made for the execution of 
the 2d article of the law above cited, as regards the million de- 
ducted from the amount due to the United States. 

(Signed) LOUIS PHILIPPE. 
By the king. 

The minister of the finances. (Signed) Count D’ArcourT. 

[$350,000 of the indemaity has arrived at New York. 
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LATER NEWS. 
From Liverpool to the 8th of May. 

The French government has issued a decree forbidding the 
exportation of arms and ammunition from France, except 
under special license: the object is to prevent Don Carlos from 
receiving his supplies from that country. 

The actual surplus revenue of Great Britain and Ireland, be- 
yond the actual expenditure, for the year ending January Sth, 
1836, was $1,620,940 pounds, 4 shillings and 11 pence. 

It appears to be well established that Roman Catholic estab- 
lishments are increasing in number, and that very rapidly in 
England as wellas Ireland. One cause of this is stated to be 
the breaking up of monastic establishments in Spain and other 
continental countries. 

The king of the French has signed an ordinance removing 
the incertitude heretofore existing as to the perpetual emanci- 
pation of a slave who sets foot upon the soil of France, with 
the consent of the master. Hitherto it has been claimed that 
the rights of the master were restored, cn the return of the 
slave to the colony. Now those rights are declared to be gone 
forever the moment the slave lands in France. 

A letter from Rome states that Don Miguel, having offered 
rudeness to the beautiful princess Aldobrandini Borghese, (for- 
merly Miss Talbot) was challenged by the prince, but refused 
to fight on the plea of superior rank, and that but for the inter- 
ference of the pope himself he would have been cudgelled by 
ihe indignant husband, The insult was offered in the chapel 
of the Vatican, during the performanee of a solemn religious 
ceremony. 

A meworial of a painful and touching character was present- 
ed to the queen of Spain on the 23d of March. It was signed 
by colonel Don Manuel Fontineras, and stated that his young 
wife had heen shot, with twenty-nine other females, by order 
of the Carlist chief Cabrera, in revenge for the execution of his 
mother, shot as a spy. 
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INDIAN WAR—OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS. 
From the Globe. 

Despatches from major general Scott, dated April 12, at 
Tampa Bay, have been received at the adjutant general’s of- 
fice, from which the following extracts are made: 

‘¢] have the honor to report, for the information of the secre- 
tary of war, and general-in-chief, that I reached this place, 
with the greater part of the right wing under brigadier general 
Clinch on the Sth instant. Brigadier general Eustis came in 
with half of the left wing the same day, and colonel Lindsay, 
who commands the centre, the day before. Vhis approxima- 
tion of the greater parts of the three columns was the result of 
no particular instructions. Each found itself compelled to come 
in for subsistence. 

“The reports of those principal commanders, under me, are 
herewith enclosed and marked respectively, A, B and C. 

‘It will be seen that although no general battle has been 
fought, many combats and sharp affairs have taken place. 

“The report states that, so far from the enemy having been 
beaten, and compelled to sue for peace, on the contrary, ‘the 
small parties which have been met with, almost every where, 
have fiercely resisted until put in danger of the bayonet. The 
war, on our part, is, in fact, scarcely begun.’ 

‘“The report farther states that the horses, draft, pack and 
saddle, were much reduced—many broke down on the march, 
owing to the bad state of roads, hot weather, great loads and 
indifferent grazing. Sickness, (measles and mumps) had con- 
siderably reduced the effective force. 

“The general states that colonel Smith, with his Louisiana 
regiment, was about to proceed to Charlott’s harbor and Pease 
creek. There he is to be joined by a naval officer, and pro- 
ceeding up the creek, land on the left bank. On the 14th April, 
colonel Goodwin’s mounted South Carolina volunteers, ‘five 
hundred strong), were to march from Tampa Bay for the upper 
part of Pear creek, followed by the foot of general Eustis’ 
wing. The object of the combined movement is ‘to strike 2t 
the negroes, women, children and warriors, who have settle- 
ments on the upper and lower part of the creek, and who are 
now in security, supposed to be engaged in planting, fishing 
and hunting.’ 

“Colonel Lindsay, with a battalion of United States artillery, 
acompany of Georgia mounted men, the Alabama regiment, 
and an independent company of Louisiana volunteers is, at the 
same time, to march northwardly, in pursuit of the Indians, as 
also general Clinch with his command, both by different routes. 
Colonel Lindsay will enter the forks of the Wythlacoochee, 
and thence penetrate if practicable,as far as the head of the 
cove, while general Clinch enters it below. Colonel Lindsay !8 
to scour the country, and penetrate the cove farther than has 
heretofore been in the power of troops to do. 

‘Farther operations of course, will depend upon events not 
yet developed. 

During the recent movement of the several columns, and 
the various operations of their troops, 13 were killed, and 26 
wounded. The number of Indians killed, is supposed to be 24. 

“The face of the country interspersed with hammocks, Cy- 
prus swamps and marshes, almost impenetrable to the white 
man, presents serious obstacles in the prosecution of a cam- 
paign in Florida; and while these fastnesses constitute the na~ 
tural defence of the wily Indiana, they present difficulties 8! 
most insurmountable to the ir indefatigable pursuers. 
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6399 friendly Indians, (one-third warriors), are reported to 
be on board the transports, for their destination in the west.”’ 


THE FLORIDA CAMPAIGN TERMINATED, 
From the Charleston Patriot. 

Latest from Florida. Termination of the Indian campaign. 
Lieutenant Van Buren, aid to general Scott, and captain Fin- 
ley, aid to general Eustis, arrived here this forenoon from Pi- 
colata, Via Savannah, in the steam packet Win. Seabrook, from 
Savannah. We have conversed with both these gentlemen, 
who have politely imparted to us all the information they pos- 
sessed. 

Lieutenant Van Buren states that, owing to the commence- 
ment of the warm weather, the campaign had been brought to 
aclose. The regular forces had gone into summer quarters at 
St. Augustine. There were supposed to be about 200 0n the 
sick listat Tampa Bay and 70 at Volusia. 

Captain Finley has communicated to us the following intel- 
ligence: 

“The left wing of the army of Florida arrived at Tampa Bay 
on the 5th of April, left there on the 17th, and marched to Vo- 
lusia, by Pilaklikaha. ‘Phe active operatious of the campaign 
have ceased, from the sickly season having commenced. The 
South Carolina volunteers left Volusia on Friday, 29th, to 
march to St. Augustine, where col. Brisbane’s regiment would 
be discharged, and sent by transports to this city. Col. Good- 
win’s mounted men would be discharged at Jacksonville. 
The regularg, it is believed, will be kept in Florida, to garrison 
posts which may be important in the commencement of the 
nextcampaign. ‘I'he Indians were no where in any force, and 
are supposed to be scattered all over the territory.”? 
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TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE, 


May6. Several reports from committees were made. The 
bill providing for the salaries of certain officers and for other 
purposes, was ordered to a third reading. 

The general appropriation bill was further considered. Afier 
which the senate spent some time on executive business. Ad- 
journed till Monday. 

May9. Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance, report- 
ed the act making appropriations for the army for the year 1836, 
with two amendments. 

Which amendments were read and explained by Mr. IVebster, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Other business being attended to— 

Mr. Preston rose to present a memorial trom a number of ci- 
tizens assembled in Philadelphia on the affairs of Texas, and 
recommending an early recognition of the independence of that 
country. 

Mr. Preston accompanied the presentation of the petition with 
some remarks, which produced a debate of much animation 
and interest, in which Messrs. Preston, Webster, Walker, 
Brown, Moore, Buchanan and Shepley participated. 

Mr. Buchanan presented other memorials in the course of his 
remarks; and the whole were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Benton, took up the bill from 
the other house, authorising the president of the United States 
to accept the services of volunteers, and to raise an additional 
regiment of dragoons or mounted riflemen. 

There was some discussion in reference to this bill, in the 
eourse of which the bill was amended so as to authorise the 
number ef volunteers to be raised at 10,000 men, and to confine 
themselves to repelling Indian invasions. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the authority given to the presi- 
dent in these words: ‘‘and shall appoint the necessary officers,’ 
was amended by adding ‘‘above the rank of captain, which ap- 
pointments shall be submitted to the senate for its advice and 
approval, at its next session.”’ 

Mr. Swift moved to recommit the bill. 

It was recommitted, and the senate adjourned. 

May 10. There was received to-day a message from the pre- 
sident of the U. States, communicating the fact of the payment 
by France of the due instalments of the sum adjudged to be due 
tc the U. States as indemnity under the late treaty; which was 
laid on the table. 


The amendments made by the house to the naval appropria- 
tion bill, were taken up for consideration, and all concurred in 
without opposition, with an amendment to one of the amend- 
ments of the house on the subject of the exploring expedition 
to the South Seas, striking out such words as give to the presi- 
dent a discretionary power as to sending out the expedition.— 
The question on striking out the words was taken by yeas and 
nays, and decided as follows:—yeas 26, nays 3—Messrs. Hill, 
King, of Geo. and Wright. 

Mr. Clay moved to suspend the previous orders for the pur- 
pose of taking up the bill to carry into effect the convention be- 
tween the United States and Spain; and the bill being taken up, 

The bill being amended, on the motion of Mr. Clay, was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

_ Many private bills were disposed of, and then the senate ad- 
journed. 


Mayll. Mr. Clay, from the committee on foreign relations, 
to which was referred the message of the president of the Unit- 
«4 States concerning an additional article in the treaty with 
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Mexico, reported a bill to provide for carrying into effect the 
treaty of limits with the government of Mexico which was read 
and ordered to a second reading. , 

Mr. Clay said that the bill was in exact couformity with the 
furmer one, and was intended to revive the commission 
which had expired in consequence of the expiration of the 
treaty. The committee on foreign relations were desirous 
that it should pass without delay. There was a peculiar pro- 
priety in so passing it, resulting from our existing relations 
with Mexico. A survey was to be made; and we Were en- 
deavoring to ascertain, as precisely as possible, the true boun- 
dary line between that country and our own. In the mean 
time the general commanding our forces in that quarter had 
taken up a position in Or near this disputed territory. Existin 
circumstances were such as to make it absoluteiy necessary 
that proper officers should be authorised to carry out the pro- 
visions of the treaty, thereby evineing the sincerity of our in- 
tensions, and the fidelity with which we adhered to our en- 
gagements. 

The bill provided for the services of a commissioner and sur- 
veyor, but not for those of aclerk. A previsional appropria- 
tion was introduced, however, to pay the salary of such officer 
and the executive empowered to appoint him if it was deemed 
necessary. 

The bill was then read a second time, and was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. . 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance, reported a bill 
from the house, to provide for the defence of the western fron- 
tier, with an amendment; which waz ordered to be printed. 
Much other business having been disposed of— 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the erection of 
fortifications, purchase of sites, &c. 

Numerous amendinents were proposed and adopted, when 
after some remarks, the further consideration of the bill was 
postponed, and the senate proceeded to executive business, and 
them adjourned. 

May 12. Among other business— 

A bill to carry into effect the treaty of boundary with Mexico, 
&c.3 

A bill authorising the enlistment of boys into the navy of the 
United States; were severally read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, the seuate took up for considera- 
tion a bill to extend the western boundary of the state of Mis- 
souri to the Missouri river; which was considered, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A discussion on the amendments of the fortification bill, oc- 
cupied the remainder of the day. 


MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, May 6. Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee on 
ways and means, reported a bill making an appropriation of 
one million of dollars for the protection of the western frontier 
and sent .9 the chair a letter from the secretary of war, dated 
the 5th of May, communicating facts in relation to the state of 
things on that frontier, and urging the necessity of the appro- 
priation called for. 

The bill was twice read and committed, and, with the above- 
mentioned letter, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Craig, from the committee on public lands, reported a 
resolution making the bill for the graduation of the price of pub- 
lic lands the special order for Monday next. 

Mr. Vinton moved to amend the resolution by embracing the 
bill from the senate for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
sale of the public lands among the several states. 

Mr. Patton moved to Jay the resolution and amendment on 
the table. The question was taken by yeas and hays, and 
there appeared, yeas 91; nays 91. 

The speaker voting in the affirmative, the resolution was laid 
on the table. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the *‘bill for the 
relief of the corporate cities of the District of Columbia,” in 
pursuance of the special order of the 1st of April. 

The amendments made in committee of the whole were con- 
curred in. 


Mr. Wm. B. Shepard spoke, at length, in support of the bill, 

Mr. Hardin opposed it, at great length. 

Mr. Mercer followed in support of the bill, 

Mr. Underwood made a proposition to the friends of the bill 
to this effect—that, if they would modify it so as to provide 
merely forthe payment of the Holland loan, and the transfer, 
unconditionally, of the canal stock to the United States, he 
and his friends would vote for it, otherwise they would vote 
against it. 

Mr. Hawes moved a call of the house. Lost. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, then renewed the call for the yeas 
and nays on the final passage of the bill which were ordered, 
and were as follows: 

VYEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, H. Allen, Anthony, 
Ashley, Bailey, Buckee, Borden, Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, G, 
Chambers, Childs, Cleveland, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, 
Darlington, Denny, Doubleday, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Fow- 
ler, Fry, jr. Philo C. Fuller, R. Garland, Glascock, Granger, 
Grennell, Haley, J. Hall, Hamer, Harlan, S. 8. Harrison, Ha- 
zeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, 
Ingham, W. Jackson, J. Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, R. M. 











Johnson, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, 
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Lane, Laporte, Lay, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, Love, Lucas, J. 
Mann, M. Mason, jr. 8S. Mason, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, 
Miller, Milligan, Muhlenberg, Page, Patterson, Pettigrew, 
Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Potts, jr. Ripley, Schenk, Wm. B. 
Shepard, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spangler, Steele, Storer, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Turner, Underwood, 
Yanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, 
Webster, White, E. Whittlesey, T. T.. Whittlesey—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Bean, Beaumont, Boon, Bouldin, Bo- 
vee, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Bynum, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clarke, Coffee, Coles, Con- 
ner, Cushman, Deberry, Diomgoole, Dunlap, Freneh, Wm. K. 
Fuller, J. Gariand, Giliet, Grantiand, Graves, Hardin, Hawes, 
Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, B. 
Jones, Lansing, Lawler, L. Lea, Lyon, Abija Mann, Martin, 
Williain Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, McLene, Morris, 
Owens, Parker, Patton, F. Pierce, Peyton, John Reynolds, 
Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, Seymour, 
Aug. H. Shepperd, Sprague, Standefer, J. Thomas, Toucey, 
8. Williams—69, 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. W. B. Shepard said, as there were a number of other 
jmportant bills connected with the District of Columbia, he 
moved that to-morrow be set apart fur their consideration. 

Mr. Hoar suggested Monday. 

Me. Jurvis remarked that they had now been in session seven 
hours, and had appropriated a million and a half of money; and 
he therefore moved an adjournment, but he withdrew the mo- 
tion, to enable the speaker to present the following executive 
communications: 

To the senate and house of representatives; 

Believing thatthe act of the 12th of July, 1832, does not en- 
able the executive to carry into effect the recently negotiated 
additional article to the treaty of limits wiih Mexico, | here- 
with transmit to congress copies of that article, that the neces- 
sary legislative provisions may be made for its faithful execu- 
tion on the part of the United States. 

(Signed) - ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, 6th May, 1836. 

A communication from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement Of the amount of the public moneys depo- 
sited in the deposite banks, by the several officers thereof, on 
the public account, on the Ist of April last; which was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also a communication from the same, transmitting a state- 
ment of the number of clerks emploved in the treasury depart- 
ment; which was also laid on the table and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. Jarvis then rencwed his motion, and the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday, May 7. After a good deal of minor business— 

Ou mojion of Mr. Cambreleng. the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. E. Vhittle- 
sey in the chair), and took up the “bill making an appropriation 
of one million of dollars for the protection of the western fron- 
tier.?? 

The letter of the secretary of war, published in the Intelli- 
gencer on Saturday, and the following documents were read: 
Quartermaster general’s office, Washington city, May 3, 1836. 

Sta: ‘Ihe operations on the frontiers of ‘Texas will require 
large appropriations. [havea requisition on my table for one 
hundred thousand dollars for that service, and have not a dollar 
to mectit. I have received a letter fiom the assistant quarter 
master at Natchitoches, reporting that he had found great dif- 
ficulty in obtaining land transportation for five companies. ‘The 
wagons and horses,as well as mules for packing, must be 
taken from Ohio, Kentucky or Tennessee. Should the opera- 
tions be continued through the season on the scale indicated 
by gen. Gaines’ requisitions, a million of dollars will probably 
be required for the service of this department alone. I have 
the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

TH. 8. JESUP, quartermaster general, 

The hon. secretary of war, Washington city. 

War department, May 5, 1835. 

Sir: In consequence of the intimation contained in your 
note of this date, | beg leave to observe, that the request for an 
appropriation of $1,000,000 forthe protection of the frontier, in 
my letter of yesterday, was submitted to, and approved by, the 
president. Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS. 

Hon. C. C. Cambreleng, chairman com, ways § means H, of R. 

Mr. Cambreleng zent to the clerk some further communica, 
tions from the war departineat, embraciug all the information 
in possession of the department on the subject; which were 
read. 

Mr. C. also communicated from the secretary of state an ac- 
count of a conveniion between Mr. Forsyth and the Mexican 
minister on ihe subject of the orders given to gen. Gaines; 
which was also read. ; 

Mr. C. stated that itappeared from the New York papers that 
Santa Anna had made an official report of the capture of the 
Alamo, and demanded an additional force of 5,000 men and 400 
officers, and a further supply of money, to carry on the war in 
Texas. 

[A paragraph was read by the clerk from the Courier & In- 
quirer, making the above statement, and commenting upon it 
in the strongest language of reproach.) 
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Some remarks having been made upon the phrase ‘our Tey. 
ians,’? as read by the clerk in the communication of genera; 
Gaines. 

Mr. Cambreleng said it should read “our Texian neighbors.» 
the last word having been accidentally omitted in the copy. 

While the paragraph of the newspaper above referred to was 
being read, 

Mr. Vinton objected to having the documents of a news- 
paper read io influence the action of the house; but, by evon- 
sent, the clerk read on. 

Mr. Storer called tor the reading of a paper referred to by 
gen. jGaines, which had influenced his opinions, and whic} 
ought to be Known to the house. 

Mr. Cambreleng said he had laid before the house al} the 
papers and information in possession of the government, and le 
had done so that the house might perceive the necessity of 
acting promptly, and he hoped they would pass the bill that 
day. 

Mr. Underwood rose to make a proposition. He thought this 
amatter of great importance, and wished to understand the 
subject fully before be acted upon it, in any way. He wished 
to have an opportunity to read the documents, and was not 
prepared to act without. He then proposed that the committee 
should rise, and have the decuments printed. He further wish- 
ed a call upon the seeretary of state, for he wanted to know 
what the Mexican minister said in reply to the remarks of the 
secretary. It seémed, he said, thatthe president had authoris- 
ed, and the commmaading general had declared his intention ty 
take Up a position within what was heretofore considered the 
boundary line; and We thought such an act muat lead to blood- 
shed and war. 

Mr. Cumbreleng repeated thathe knew it was a matter o! 
importance, and with a view that the committee might act 
promptly, he had brought the documents to the house. 

Mr. Adams wished to ask ofthe chairman of the committee on 
foreign relations, or of the chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, whether the report of Santa Anna is in possession 
of the government, which was commented on by the editor of 
the newspaper in New York. 

Mr. Cambreleng said he had no more information than what 
had been read in the house. His objectin bringing the news- 
paper was to show that the force is not sufficient on that fron- 
lier lo protect our citizens in case of aggressions either by the 
Mexicans or Indians. 

Mr. Adams also wished to know why the remarks of the 
minister of Mexico were not sentto the honse. He wished 
to know whether it was to be inferred that the Mexican minis- 
ter, during the conversation, stood mute and said nothing; 
whether, in fact, there is any thing to communicate. Ile 
thought, if there was any thing more, it was important that it 
should be communicated to the house, and they ought to be 
in possession of full information. He asked this the more 
readily, because a most extraordinary power had been given 
to the commanding general to cross the boundary of a foreign 
state, and take up a position within their territory; in other 
words, to make war. And after the communication of this in- 
tention had been made to the minister from Mexico, we are 
not told what answer he made. If he has not assented to the 
act—if he stood mute—then there is an alter consideration of 
great moment, as to the constitutional power of the presiden!; 
whether he could authorise a commanding general to march 
into a foreign country; to commit an act of hostility; to make 
war, without the consent of congress. 

This was the first intimation the house had had of the views 
of the executive upon this subject of a 'Texian war, except what 
waa said some days since by the chairman of the committee of 
ways and means, that the country was already at war upon 
that frontier, and that gentlemen need not be troubled about a 
disposition of the surplus funds, for they would all be wantec 
there. Now, he said, he was not disposed to go into a war 
with Mexico, or with any other nation, unless in defence 0! 
our frontier; but he could see something more than defence 
in the authority givento the commanding general; it was an 
invasion of the territory of a government with which we were 
on terms of amity. If the commanding general has been thus 
authorised, there ought to be more complete and perfect in- 
formation before the house. He had said that this was the first 
day on which any communication had been made of this au- 
thority to invade a friendly territory, or of the difficulties be- 
tween this state and Mexico; and he asked if it was not fitting 
and proper, when the house was ealled upon to declare war, 
that it should be informed how the cause arose. 

Hlave we not, (he asked), seen American citizens going from 
all parts of the country to carry on the war of this province 
against the united government of Mexico? Who were those 
who feli at Alamo? Who are now fighting under the com 
mand of the hero ef Texian fame? And have we not been 
-alled npon in this house to recognise Texian independence? 
It seeres that gen. Gaines considers this a war in defence ol 
“Sour T'exians.”? 

Mr. Cambreleng explained that the word neighbors was left 
out. 


Mr. Adams said he understood it. This was, he continued, 


an intention to conquer Texas, to re-establish that slavery 


which had been abolished by the United Mexican States. 
that was the case, and we were to be drawn into an acknow- 
ledgement of their independence, and then, by that preliminary 
act, by that acknowledgment, if we were upon their applica 
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then the house ought to be informed of it. 

He should be for vo such war, nor for making any such ad- 
dition tu our territory. Taking it altogether, it was very in- 
jortant that this and the other house of congress should have 
eit the infurmation that could be given upon the subject; and 
that report of Santa Anna, which was described in a New 
York paper, not in the language of the governor of Mexico, but 
in the comments and insinaations of an editor, ought to be 
before the house. Why, said he, there is in New York a high 
and confidential officer of the government of the United States, 
who has called upon the people to go and enter Texas; and to 
aid in carrying on the war against the government of Mexico. 
yo be sure, this is Contrary to the order of the president to the 
commanding general. He has directed him to preserve strict 
neutrality; and he, (Mr. Adams), would have been glad if the 
other parts of the instruction had been consistent with that. 

He hoped congress would take care to go into no war for the 
re-establishment Of slavery when it had been abolished; that 
they would go into no war in behalf of “our Texiaus,” or ‘four 
Jexian neighbors,”? that word was quite enotigh; and that they 
would go inio no war with a fureign power, without other 
cause than the acquisition of territory. 


Mr. Peyton said he had heard with no less astonishment than 
deep mortification, the remarks of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. He thouglit it strange, that now, while we hear of 
danger to our frontier from savages and a Mexican army no 
Jess barbarous, that the gentleman should have introduced the 
subject of slavery into the discussion, He should have thought 
he might have held his hand for a moment until some means 
could be provided for defending the helpless women aud ehil- 
dren of the Texian frontier from the most horrible butcheries. 
The gentleman, (Mr. ddams), had seen great cause of alarm 
in the power conferred on the commanding general to take up 
a position suitable for defence. Sir, (said Mr. P.) that gentle- 
man does not know, living, as he does, far from such scenes, 
the vivid feeling of southern and western men, when they see 
hostile savages hovering around their villages, and lying in 
ambush, to murder the old and the young, both by stratagem 
and in open fight. All the power granted was to take upa 
position on either side of the line, as might be necessary; and, 
he asked, is an imaginary line to be so much respected ina time 
of peace, when a mostunmerciful tyrant, at the head of an 
ariny Of savages, threatened our frontier? What respect would 
he have for that line, when pursuing the conquered Texians, 
and taking vengeance upon allhe could reach? And itis when 
we hear this news of savage warfare, when our people are 
driven from their villages, which are burnt, and when they are 
caught and butchered—it is in this emergency, that the gentle- 
inan from Massachusetts wanted tostop to ask what the Mexican 
minister might think of it. He, (Mr. P.) in sucha case would 
not stop to ask what any minister might think of it. He would 
defend the people instantly, and at every hazard. On our side 
of the line, he remarked there might be no proper position for 
an efficient defence; but on the other the fort may be impreg- 
nable, and its possession might afford certain security to the 
frontier. The gentleman says, if the commanding general goes 
there, it will be making war upon a sister republic.. He did not 
so understand it. 

Mr. Hamer remarked that the whole tract in which the fort 
of Nacogdoches stood was in dispute; and there was a clanse 
in the instructions of the president, that gen. Gaines should, 
in no case, go beyond the line, which we claim to be the true 
line. 

The clause having been read, 

Mr. Bell said, if the house was not prepared now to act fully 
upon the subject, the most strict course would be to graut what 
was recommended on the responsibility of the executive. In 
addition to the clause which directed the commanding general 
not to cross the line we claim to be the true one, he was di- 
rected, if the commissioners now acting should decide that 
Nacogdoches was not in our territory, immediately to recede. 
ife considered it not proper now, or at any time, to discuss the 
quesiion introduced by the gentleman from Massachusetts; and 
he hoped that exciting topic would be left out of consideration. 
Mhey had not, he remarked, any positive information of the 
commencement of hostilities; but it was known that agents 
were at work among the Indians who might excite them to 
hostilities; should that take place, we have no sufficient arma- 
ment to protect the frontier, or prevent their encroachments 
evento the Mississippi; and he would ask if it was proper, 
inder such circumstances of alarm, to stand quietly by and 
refuse to put at the control of the president the sum ofa million 
for necessary security? Or should any man stop now to dis- 
cuss the question of slavery, or of addition to our territory, 
when the cause of humanity calls for prompt relief? 

_It would seem proper, before any final decision of the ques 
tion involved in the snhject, thatthe house should have more 
full information; but that could be had hereafter; and now he 
Was willing to put a proper supply atthe control of the execu- 
live, to enable him to meet any expected emergency. 

Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, said that now general 
Gaines had no proper force or supplies to resist the threatened 
depredations upon our frontiers; and he asked if the house 
could hesitate about making an appropriation, or about making 
‘Lon the instant? ‘This was a subject, he said, upon which he 
felt much excited, for he was aware of the extreme peril of the 
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Mr. ‘I’. had received information from a gentleman of high 
character, just returned from a residence of some months in 
Mexico, thatthe prospect of a war with thie country was the 
most common topic Of conversation; that Mexican officers of 
high standing habitually talked of the easy conquest of Loui- 
siana; that nothing more was necessary than to approach the 
confines of that state, and proclaim emancipation, and that 
the work wouid be accomplished by the insurrectiouary slaves. 
Santa Anna is now within two days of Natchitoches, thence 
to New Orleans only two more. Let him siege our army in 
the arsenal at Baton Rouge, and excite and arm the slaves, 
and what scenes of borror and atrocity may not be locked for. 
He would not envy any man his feclings who should, under all 
these circumstances, retuse to take all proper measures for the 
security of our frontier. He desired to protect the southern 
frontier from the combined atrocity of a Spanish, Indian, and 
African army. 

Mr. T. alluded to the most inopportunate introduetion into 
this debate of the subject of slavery, by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts; a subject always exciting beyond any other, 
He asked if the gentleman thought it wise or safe to refuse the 
proper aid and protection to the country, because it might 
lead to an addition t) the political power of the siave states. 
Thatgentleman had negotiated away T’exas—it was natural 
that he should be disposed lo guaranty the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of what he had conveyed. It was said at the time that 
treaty Was made, by the enemies of that gentleman, tbat a 
leading motive for ceding to Spain this valuable territory was to 
prevent the addition which it would make to the siaveholding 
interest. Mr. T. bad not joined in those charges, but he re- 
gretted that the gentleman, by his avowal to-day, should have 
furnished such strong evidence of the existeuce of such feclings 
on his part. 

Mr. Adams said this was not the first time sinee he had had 
the honor of a scat in this house, nor the first time this session, 
that when he had made any remarks, his observations were not 
answered by a replication to his arguments, but by personal 
attacks upon him, the individual. ‘The rules of the house was, 
that gentlemen should coufine themselves to the question be- 
fore it, and not indulge in personalities. He had heretofore sat 
in silence and lieard these attacks, for the reasons that though 
he had a rightto occupy the attention of the house upon the 
business before it, he had no right to occupy it for himself. 

Gentlemen seemed to infer, from what he had said, that 
he was going to oppose the appropriation. He had not said 
so. He wanted more information. When we found ourselves 
involved in war, as if a thunderbolt had fallen froma clear 
sky, he wanted to know the cause of it; and when he had 
asked a question gf the chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, he was answered by a personal atiack. The gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Thompson) says (while the Mexican minister is 
residing here under the hospitality of our country, and secure 
by the laws of nations), that he is an able man, and a great 
intriguer; and that he is intriguing against the United States. 
Was that proper? asked Mr. 4dams; or was it an answer to his 
inquiry, Why the Mexican minister’s answers were not given 
by the sceretary of state? Another gentiemen, (Mr. Peyton) 
gives a very pathetic picture of the distresses of the people on 
the frontier; but that was notan answer to a call for informa- 
tion. He (Mr. A.) would vote for millions upon miljions, as 
much as that gentleman; he would pour out the whole treasury, 
if it were necessary for the defence of that frontier; but he 
wanted to know why he was called upon to do it, and to have 
all the requisite information. He had objected to the order to 
the commanding general, which authorised him to invade the 
territory of a friendly government; and it was no answer to say 
that it was a disputed boundary, By the laws of nations every 
thing in dispute must,during a contest, remain in statu quo; 
and any act taking possesrion of the disputed territory is an act 
of hostility. 

Mr. Adams then adverted to the intimation that he had ne- 
gotiated so as to exclude Texas from our border, with a view 
to the abolition of slavery; and he would teil the genileman, 
(Mr. Thompson), a little of the history of that transaction. 
When he negotiated the treaty setiling the boundary between 
the United States and Mexico, he acted by the instruction of 
Mr. Monroe; and nothing was done, not a line of the treaty 
written, but in accordance with the directions of James Mon- 
roe. And he, (Mr. @dams) was the last man in the cabinet 
who assented to the treaty, with the boundary as now estab- 
lished. He was for including Texas; and was the last member 
of the cabinet, he wonld repeat, who assented to the treaty 
with the present boundary in it. And be would further inform 
the gentleman that, by direction of James Monroe, before the 
treaty was signed, he (Mr. A ) took it to general Jackson, he 
being then in this city, and asked him if it ought to be signed 
with that boundary, and he said yes. General Jackson had the 
treaty before him with that boundary, and approved of it; and 
he (Mr. A.) did at last, and reluctantly, assentto it. He the 
asked if the gentleman’s insinuations were answered? 

Mr. Thompson was glad that he had given the gentleman 
(Mr. 4dams) an opportunity of setting himself right before the 
country on a subject upon which injustice has certainly been 
done him. Mr. T. disclaimed the slightest intentional disre- 
spect tothe Mexican minister. He was inenapable of such a 
violation of courtesy and decorum. He had aiways heard that 
the Mexican minister was aman of high character and great 





frontier settlements. 





ability, and he meant the term intriguer in no disparaging 

































































nan iS Tin dita mt dana ARNE cnn Soames = eon — 
. . 





iva PL TRS LIN ES cl i I mE 





= = 


7 


a a oh Rt 


eS 


. on gg ee “s 


ae 


ood 


= * - a - r oS 
TS SE STE 














192 NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 14, 1886—CONGRESS. 











a a a a ee 


Se nner ‘ 





sense: all diplomatists were more or less so. He was sure the 
Mexican minister was a faithful and able representative of the 
interests of his country. 

Mr. Ripley made a detailed statement of the condition of the 
country and the state of the frontier. He said that, by the 
treaty, the boundary commenced at the mouth of the Sabine 
river, on the Gulf of Mexico, and that river formed the line of 
boundary, till it came to the latitude 32 deg. when the line was 
to run north to the Red river. Since the formation of the 
treaty, a dispute had arisen as to which of the two branches of 
the Sabine was the true line. The one running to the south 
included the fort of Nacogdoches; but if the northern branch 
should be decided the true one, it would leave that fort in 
the Mexican territory. Then, the line from the Sabine to the 
oo river had not been run, and was now merely an imaginary 
ine. 


The debate continued, Mr. Reed was unwilling to assume 
the Texian war, though ready to defend our own country. He 
would not trust the power to make war in the hands of gen. 
Gaines—he had no confidence in him. He wished for time to 
investigate the documents and gather information. Mr. Wil- 
liams went into a statement of the cruel and inhuman conduct 
of Santa Anna towards the 'Texians whom he had conquered, 
and insisted upon the duty of this governiwent to provide ade- 
quate forces to defend the frontier, and upon any aggression on 
the part of the Mexican commander, to conquer his forces and 
cut off his bead. He would not hesitate, upon the slightest 
possible pretext, to enter the territory of Mexico, and separate 
Santa Anna’s head from his body. Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, 
said he did not want any war of aggression; and he would call 
upon the house not to take any steps that would endanger the 
safety of the people of the frontier settlements hereafter. The 
frontier should be defended now, but, if ill blood was roused, 
they would be liable hereafter to constant attacks. His home, 
where he had lived for many years, was near the Babine river, 
and the very first act of hostility or aggression upon our part 
would brmg ruin upon his own home. If the course proposed, 
of entering the territory of Mexico, was adopted, there will be 
a war atonce; and he should not remain here to give his aid, 
however humble, to the councils of the nation, for he had a 
higher and more imperative duty to perform. A newspaper 
had been read, the editor of which was deeply engaged as the 
organ and agent of the Texian land company. ‘The house 
ought not to be led away by any such appeals to the interests 
or passions of the people. He would charge gentlemen not to 
carry out the Quixotic notions of these land speculators, who 
were not engaged in promoting the cause of constitutional 
liberty, but in land speculations of a selfish character. He re- 
ligiously believed that speculations in land engaged their at- 
tention as deeply as any desire to establish constitutional liber- 
ty. He would warn gentlemen again against these exciting 
efforts of interested editors; for this house ought not to coun- 
tenance or encouruge such Quixotic undertakings. In relation 
to the cruelties said to have been perpetrated by Santa Anna, 
he remarked that it was not the duty of this government to 
punish all acts of barbarity; if it were, they might have found 
enough to do in the Mexican revolution of 1811. He thought 
a proper defence should be established, and a strict neutrality 
observed, or the whole order would be deluged in blood. Mr. 
J. Y. Mason made some remarks in vindication of the course 
proposed to be pursued by the executive, in relation to the de- 
fence of the frontier, and went into a statement of the existing 
relations between the United States and Mexico, with a view 
to show that the instructions to general Gaines were not incon- 
sistent with the terms of the treaty between the two govern- 
ments. Under the treaty, the two contracting parties were 
bound to restrain from hostilities the Indian tribes within their 
respective limits. One of our most distinguished officers, a 
man of known prudence and discretion, states that the case is 
about to arise for exerting the restraining power imposed on 
each party. He states that the discontented spirits among the 
Camanches are about to be incited to hostilities, which we 
were bound to prevent. He goes further, and states that if the 
Indian tribes make an incursion into Texas, and join in the 
hostilities there, great danger will ensue to the citizens of the 
United States on our frontier. What was the government to 
do? Every gentleman who had spoken agreed that the appro- 
priation ought to be granted in order to enable the executive to 
take precautionary measures, Mr. Underwood was notalarmed 
by the insinuations of want of patriotism which were thrown 
out against those who wished to act deliberately on this mo- 
mentous question. He was not eager to involve this country 
in a long, expensive, and bloody war. If one thousand men, 
well appointed and equipped, could effect as much mischief en 
our borders as the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. Ripley) says 
they can, and if the Mexiean minister here is as shrewd and 
vigilant as he is represented to be, Santa Anna will soon be ad- 
vised to act accordingly. If gen. Gaines went into the recog- 
nized territory of Mexico with his forces, what was he to do 
when he gotthere? Will he say tothe Mexicans, I have only 
come to keep the peace? Whatever he mav say, will not the 
Mexicans order him to go back forthwith? Will he then retire? 
Ne: his communications show the spirit and feeling which will 
govern his course in regard to any Mexican force or authority 
which he might encounter. His language was hardly less ex- 
ceptionable than that of his colleague, (Mr. Williams), who 
talked of cntting off Santa Anna’s head. He was sorry to hear 
language of that kind applicd, on this flour, to the head of a 





republic on terms of amity with us. It had a direct effect to 
create feelings unfavorable to peace and friendship. Should a 
conflict take place between gen. Gaines and the Mexican force 

what consequences might not ensue? He did not believe that 
Santa Anna could reach New Orleans, nor even the Missis- 
sippi; but he believed that a war would follow which woul 
devastate the frontier, and deluge it in blood. He looked upon 
the course proposed by the instructions as a violation of the 
treaty. It commanded the general to make war in order to 
prevent an invasion of our territory. It violated the treaty on 
pretence of an intended violation of our neutrality. Ought we 
not to remonstrate first against any encroachments on ou; 
rights? Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, after some preliminary re- 
marks said—in voting for the bill he was not influenced by the 
accounts contained in the New York paper, so freely com- 
mented on, nor was he influenced by the proceedings of the 
public meetings held in different parts of the union in favor of 
the Texians, which had been alluded to, or by the sympathy 
he felt, in common with the whole American people, for the 
brave men, and helpless women and children, who have been 
basely butchered, as is believed, by a ruthless tyrant, contrary 
to the usages of civilized warfare. He acted from information 
entitled to the highest respect, and should vote for the bill be- 
cause it contained an appropriation to pay the necessary ex- 
penses of the troops now actually employed on our western 
frontier, and of the militia, called for from several of the 
states, to aid in checking any hostile incursions of the Indians 
on that frontier, and in order to preserve the neutrality of the 
United States. Could any man view the present state of things 
on the western borders of Louisiana, and contemplate the 
events daily transpiring in the neighborhood, and not believe 
that a strong military force should prompty be placed there by 
our government. 

It would be recollected, (said Mr. J.) that in addition to the 
numerous warlike tribes of Indians residing west of Louisiana, 
Arkansas and Missouri, a large body of Indians had been re- 
cently removed (by the policy of our government) from the 
east side of the Mississippi, and located on the western borders 
of Louisiana and Arkansas, who have been for some time in a 
restless state, and evidently dissatisfied with their situation. 
To keep them in check, and to prevent them from committing 
hostilities within our limits, and of waging war among them- 
selves, a large military force, in his opinion, would be con- 
stantly required on our western frontier. But at this moment, 
when all the tribes alluded to are greatly excited,and when we 
have the strongest reasons to believe, from information receiv- 
ed from different sources, that Santa Anna has, in violation of 
the treaty existing between the United States and Mexico, ac- 
tually engaged those Indians to aid him in the war he is now 
waging in Texas, is it possible for any man not to believe that 
the people of Louisiana and Arkansas are not at this moment 
in imminent peril? Indeed, he apprehended, that a force of 
from ten to twenty thousand men might be immediately requir- 
ed on that exposed frontier, not to make war against Mexico, 
but to protect American citizens, and to defend our own 
country. * of * id : ba » 

Are we notcalled upon then (said Mr. J.) by every considera- 
tion of duty and patriotism, to pass this bill, and to pass it 
promptly? With respect to the people of Texas he had but lit- 
tletosay. He thonght, however, that great injustice had been 
done to them. No doubt many unworthy men had emigrated 
to that country. some of whom perhaps had fled from their 
own country. All new countries had been settled in the sanie 
way. But that many gentlemen of talents, weaith and of 
high respectability of character had been induced to settle in 
that country, is as certain. They had been invited there under 
the establishment of liberal institutions, but in fighting to main- 
tain them they had evinced a courage and patriotism worthy 
any age or country. The progress of the war in that country, 
marked as it is by a spirit of the most ferocious and sanguinary 
barbarity on the part of the Mexican commander, must shock 
every man of common humanity. Was it not natural then 
that the sufferings of the people of that country should excite 
the sympathy of those of the United States? 

Mr. Sutherland thought this a proper precautionary measure. 
He was averse to any war of aggression, but there was certaiu- 
ly danger of disturbances oy our borders, if they had not already 
taken place; and while such dangers existed, he should be 
willing to afford the means of defence and protection to the 
frontier settlements, 


Mr. Cambreleng expressed his surprise that, after all the ef- 
forts that had been made by the government to preserve a strict 
neutrality. and to prevent, even, our citizens from taking a vo- 
luntary partin the contest, it should be said that it was the en- 
deavor of the executive to produce a war. 

Mr. Mason, of Onio, made some remarks, at length, upon the 
impropriety of being excited by the ery of war which had been 
set up all over the country; and especially by the newspaper 
paragraph which*had been read, coming, as it did, from an It- 
cendiary paper, for there were more incendiary papers than one, 
and on more than one subject, and he considered the paper 
which was read of that character. 

He spoke of the necessity of having further documents before 
any course of action was determined upon. He did not put 
confidence in the rumors and stories which were circulated by 
interested speculators: but he thought it all had some remote 
connexion with the distribution of the pubtie funds. He had 
voted for other bills of defence, especially that for defending 
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the frontier of Missouri, but he must stop somewhere, and he 
had determined not to vote for this bill. 

Mr. Bynum made some remarks at length in opposition to the 
idea Wat there was no urgent necessity for action upon this 
subject. He said he was sorry to be a member of an American 
cougress When such sentiments were uttered; and went on to 
show the great danger to the frontier setuements from the pre- 
sent state Of hostilities, and the immediate.necessity of passing 
the bill. 

After a few observations from Mr. Graves in favor of delibe- 
rate action upon this subject, an amendment having been offer- 
ed providing that the funds should be applied by the secretary 
of the treasury under the several acts of 1795 and 1832. 

Mr. Ashley suggested that it would be better to provide for 
the disbursement of the appropriation under the act passed a 
few days since, which made better provisions forthe pay of the 
militia and volunterrs. He had not intended, he said, to make 
any remarks upon this bill; but if he had been opposed to it, 
he thought the arguments of its opponents would have induced 
hiw to vote in its favor. He thought it a safe precautionary 
measure, Which ought to be adopted without delay. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and it was adopt- 
ed without a division. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill to the house, 
with an amendment, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Wise requested leave to explain his reasons for voting in 
favor of the bil. He said there were current rumors of danger- 
ous disturbances on the boundary of Texas, and he thouglit the 
people should be protected on that frontier. There was also 
rumors and fears that Santa Anna had been sending agents to 
excite the Indians to warlike movements, and they would not, 
if once excited to action, recognize or respect either side of an 
imaginary boundary, but would as soon wield the tomahawk or 
take a scalp upon one side of the line as the othei; and it was 
known that the people of the frontier settlements were flecing 
in terror, He hoped the authority given to general Gaines 
would be so exercised as not to disturb the harmony between 
this government and Mexico; and as a measure of prudence and 
precaution, he was willing to vote for the appropriation. 

The question wpon ordering the bill to a third reading, having 
been taken by yeas and nays, was then put and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 146, noes 3. 

After which the bill was read a third time and passed, when 
the house adjourned. 

(A variety of documents, in relation to Texas, were submit- 
ted this day, which must lie over until next week, when a re- 
cord shall be made of them.] 


Monday, May9. By unanimous consent, Mr. Everett offered 
the jollowing resolution; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this house, if, in his opinion, it shall not 
be incompatible with the public interest, the instructions which 
have been transmitted from time to time, since the lst day of 
January, 1835, to the representative of the United States at the 
government of Mexico, relative to the boundaries between the 
two nations, and relative to the setting on foot military expedi- 
ions by citizens of the United States against the Mexican pro- 
vince of Texas, and relative to the military occupation or con- 
templated occupation, under the authority of the president, of 
any post or place within the said province of Texas; and all cor- 
respondence and communcations which have passed, at Wash- 
ington or at Mexico, between the two governments, respecting 
the same; and all information in possession of the executive 
respecting the same. And, also, that the president be request- 
ed to communicate to this house ail orders and instructions 
issued to the military or other officers of the United States, or 
of the states, relative to the defence of the western frontier, and 
al correspondence between them and the government respect- 
ing the same. 

The unfinished business of last Monday, being the preamble 
and resolutions of the legislature of Kentucky in favor of the 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the several states, was taken up. , 

The queation being on the motion of Mr. Williams, of Ken- 
tucky, to commit the same to the committee of ways and means, 
With instructions to report a bill in conformity with the resolu- 
lions,and Mr. Williams being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. Graves asked bis colleague to give way fora moment to 
enable him to notice a charge that had been made against him- 
Selfin the Globe of this morning. 

Mr. Williams yielded the floor, and, 

Mr. Boon rose to a point of order. He wished to know whe- 
ther the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Williams) had not lost 
his right to the floor. 

The speaker replied that if any objection was made, the gen- 
tleman conld not resume the floor, after yielding it. 

Mr. Williams said if that was the ease he would not yield the 
floor, and proceeded with bis remarks. 

Mr. Boon followed in opposition to the motion. 

Mr. Graves took the floor, and the special order was then 
Called for. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
Propriation for the naval service of the United States for the 
Year 1836, whieh bad been returned from the senate with 
amendments, and acted on in committee of the whole. 

The question being on concurring with the committee of the 
Whole in the following amcndment to the senate’s amendment, 
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A long debate followed, in which Messrs. Patton, Hamer, 
Reed, Hawes, Phillips and Sutherland wok part. 

Mr. Cambreleng begged the house not to postpone any longer 
a decision of the qucsuon. He said he was not opposed to the 
expedition, but he was sorry the senate had proposed it as an 
amendment to the navy appropriation bill. The senate’s 
amendment had already postponed the passage of the bill a 
month, and he hoped the amendment would be either accepted 
or rejected at once. 

On motion of Mr. Hawes, the yeas and nays were ordered on 
the adoption of the amendment; and the question being taken, 
it Was decided in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 68. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house then resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole, for the purpose of considering 
the bill making appropriations for the support of the army for 
the year 1836, returned from the senate with amendments. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the bill to authorise the Shenan- 
doah Bridge company to erecta bridge over that river at Har- 
per’s Ferry, was taken up and passed. 

The house then adjourned. 

Tuesday, Mav 10. Mr. J. Q. Adams, by general consent, 
made some statements in relation to the article which appeared 
this morning in the Globe, on the subject of bis declaration that 
the Florida treaty, with the present boundary between the 
United States and Mexico, was submitted to general Jackson 
and approved by him. 

Mr. Adams repeated, in substance, that he was himself op- 
posed to the relinquishment of Texas, and that no other man in 
the cabinet of Mr. Monroe sustained him. He negotiated the 
treaty with Don Onis, under the immediate direction of the pre- 
sident, (Mr. Monroe) and never exchanged any communications 
with that minister which Mr. Monroe did not see. He (Mr. A.) 
was the last man in the administration who assented to the 
treaty. The treaty was concluded on the 22d of July, 1819. 
At that time general Jackson was in the city, attending the pro- 
ceedings of congress on the Seminole question. After the trea- 
ty had been agreed to, and before it was signed, Mr. Monroe 
requested him (Mr. Adams) to submit it to general Jackson and 
obtain his opinion upon it. It was accordingly submitted to 
him, not as a military commander, but as a distinguished citi- 
zen. He called upon general Jackson at the hotel then kept by 
Strother, now Fuller’s, and handed him the treaty, directing 
his attention particularly to the boundary. General Jackson 
kept it a day or two, and then returned it with his approbation. 

The senate bill to distribute the proceeds of the sale of the 
publie lands among the several states was read twice, by its 
title, and Mr. Williams, of Ky. moved that it be referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Gillett moved its reference to the committee on finance, 

= Carr moved its reference to the committee on public 
lands. 

The subject was debated till 1 o’clock, when the special order 
was ealled for. 

Mr. Morris moved to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
continuing the consideration of the above subject, and there- 
upon he asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Adams suggested that it would be better not to take the 
yeas and nays, lest it should appear that there was no quorum. 
For what reason so large a portion of the house was absent he 
could not say; perhaps it was because the business befvre the 
house was so unimportant. 

[N.B. The members had adjourned informally to the race 
field. ] 

The call for the yeasand nays was withdrawn and the motion 
was rejected. 

The following message was received from the president of 
the United States, by the hand of Asbury Dickens, esq. and 
read: 

Washington, May 10, 1836, 
To the senate and house of representatives: 

Information has been received at the treasury department 
that the four instalments under our treaty with France have 
been paid to the agent of the United States. In communicat- 
ing this satisfactory termination of our controversy with France, 
[ feel assured that both houses of congress will unite with me 
in desiring and believing that the anticipations of a restoration 
of the ancient cordial relations between the two countries, ex- 
pressed in my former messages On this subject, will be speedily 
realized. No proper exertion of mine shall be wanting to efface 
the remembrance of those misconceptions that have temporari- 
ly interrupted the accustomed intercourse between them. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


The fortification bill was taken up, and considered. The 
amendments of the senate to the navy bill were concurred in. 
And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 11. Mr. W. Jackson, of Massachusetts, 
from the committee on roads and canals, reported the following 
joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the U. 
States of America in congress assembled, That the secretary of 
the navy be authorised and requested to cause an experiment 
to be made for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability of 
applying steam power to the navigation of canals, pursuant to 
a plan invented by Dr. Plantou, provided he deems the same 
expedient; and that four thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated therefor, out of any money in the treasury 





Providing for an exploring expedition to the South Seas; 








not otherwise apprepriated. 
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A great deal of minor business being attended to— 

The house resumed, as the unfinished business of yesterday, 
the cousideration of the motions pending in relation to the 
reference of the bill from the senate fur the distribution of te 
proceeds of the sale of the public lands among the several 
states. » 

The bill was debated—but the house passed to the special 
order of the day, the fortification bill. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Cambreleng to 
amend the bill by inserting a clause making an additional ap- 
propriation of $700,000 for the armament of the fortifications— 

r. Townes, who was entitied to the floor, rase and address- 
ed the committee about two hours, on the various topics here- 
tofore brought into the debate. He maintained that the amount 
of the surplus revenue had been greatly overrated; that the pub- 
lic lands, as had, he said, been before confidently stated by the 
honorable gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Bell), would not, 
hereafter, yield more than a million of dollars annually; and 
that the state of things on the southern and western frontier, 
and the general condition of Europe, admonished us to reserve 
whatever surplus we might have, whether it wae ten or twenty 
millions, for the great purpose of national defence. He advert- 
ed to several of the political topics heretofore discussed in the 
committee, compared the merits of the different candidates for 
the presidency, and vindicated the present administration from 
some of the chaiges brought againstit. The proscriptive policy 
was, he undertook to show, established and acted upon, in the 
adminisiration preceding that of general Jackson, and before 
that time, while general Jackson’s immediate predecessor was 
in the office of secretary of state. He adverted, particularly, 
to some transfers of public printing made by that secretary of 
state. 

Mr. Adams rose to explain. He said he had never, while he 
acted as secretary of state, made a single change of a public 
printer from political causes. While he was betore the coun- 
try as a candidate fur the presidency, there were many of the 
printers of the laws, who were as much opposed to him as any 
editor could be to any candidate; but he never changed one of 
them from any political motive. He did make one change at 
gen. Jackson’s personal suggestion; though, whether gen. J. 
would recollect it or not, he could not tell. It was in the case 
of an editor at Nashville; and when gen. Jackson and his col- 
league in the senate came and personally requested it as a favor, 
for it was supposed the editor was favorable to gen. Jackson, 
he did make the transfer; but it was without knowing either of 
the editors. The motive for this change was aflerwards the 
subject of much misconstruction. He did not mean to charge 
the present or any secretary of state with political motives in 
relation to changes of this kind; but he did mean to say, that 
he did not remove one printer while he was secretary of state 
for political considerations; and further, that while he helda 
more elevated situation, he never removed one person from 
office for political causes; and that, he believed, was one among 
the principal reasons why he was not more successful as a can- 
didate for a second election. 

Mr. Townes resumed, and spoke till after 3 o’clock. 

Mr. French took the floor, and expressed a wish to address 
the committee on the subject. 

On motion, the committee then rose, and the house then ad- 
journed. 

Thursday, May 12. Statements were made by Mr. Rice Gar- 
land and John Q. Adams relative to mistakes, or misrepre:enta- 
tions, made by the reporters for distant papers. 

Mr. Haynes moved the suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of taking up the joint resolution of the senate, fixing a day 
(the 23d of May) for the adjournment of the present session of 
congress. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 82, nays 107. 

The house resumed the consideration of the motions pending 
in relation to the reference of the bill from the senate, *‘provid- 
ing for the distribution, for a limited time, of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands**—and it was further discussed. 

The fortification bill came up, in its course, and was further 
considered. 
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RAFT OF THE RED RIVER. 
Report of the chief engineer, to the war department, on the re- 
moval of the raft in Red River. 
Engineer department, February 20, 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to hand you, herewith, in duplicate, a 
communication from captain Shreve, of the 18th ult. relating 
to the removal of the raftin Red River, which is submitted in 
continuation of his report on the same subject, transmitted to 
congress by the president, with his message at the opening of 
the present session, 
I am, very respectfally, sir, your most obedient servant, 
C. GRATIOT. 
The hon. Lewis Cass, secretary of war. 


Steamer ‘‘ Java,” great raft of Red River, Jan. 18, 1836. 
Sir: I have to inform the department that I arrived at the 
¢raft,’? on the 2d inst. where the force now employed bad been 
at work since the 7th ult. Since my arrival here, [ have made 
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had in my power to make more minute observations than [ 
had hitherto been able to do, the water béing lower than it was 
last spring. After Ll had reached the upper section of the rat 
1 find it to be from where [ lett off work last year, to Ben, 
wares bayou, six miles, and the distance between Coates and 
Benwares bayou, to be fifteen miles instead of twelve, as stated 
in my report of the first of July last; from Benwares bayou jw 
Willow chute ten miles, from thence to the head of the raft 
seventeen miles; the raft having accumulated since last May 
about five miles. ‘The very unusual bigh stage of the water jj, 
Red River, in September and October last, brought down trebiy 
the quantity of timber that usualiy drifts in its annual freshets, 

On the arrival of the boats at the raft where the operations 
were closed on the 25th May last, nine miles above Soda bayou, 
the water was found to be flowing upon the river from the 
mouth of Soda bayou to Benwares bayou, a distance of fifteen 
miles. This was caused by so great a quantity of the water 
from the river being forced out over its banks, and through the 
humerous bayous above the raft, and passing down the Cado 
lake and Sodo bayou into the river below, that its bed was 
filled at the mouth of that bayou to a greater elevation than at 
the mouth of Benwares bayou, consequently the water seeking 
its level, a portion of it flowed the old bed of the river, and 
escaped through Benwares bayou. This circumstance hag 
made it impracticable to pass any timber down from the raft. 

The whole six miles of raft up to Benwares bayou, has been 
loosened from its bed and nearly all cut short by saws. In that 
distance, one anda half miles below Benwares bayou, theie 
was a mass of timber which filled the whole bed of the river 
for several hundred feet, solid to the bottom, leaving but small 
spaces for the water to pass between the logs. A part of that 
timber was cut away last spring, but when the steamboat Sou- 
venir arrived at that point, it was found impossible to find wa- 
ter tO pass’a small boat over. 

It has required the labor of one hundred and twenty men and 
One steamboat, sixteen days, and will yet require the aid of 
thirty men with a crab, (which I have caused to be erected on 
the shore) to haul out the logs that will not float, six days 
longer. 

This day 90 men with one steamboat will begin to pass the 
raft into Benwares bayou, and by filling it with tinvber, will, in 
a few days, give a current down the old bed of the river suffi- 
cient to carry off the raft below. 

The fifteen miles between the two bayous above named, has 
been more difficult to remove, and has cost more labor, than 
sixty miles below. 

The next ten miles will be difficult but not by any means so 
much so as the last fifleen miles. From the Willow chute to 
the head of the raft, the quantity of timber is greater but the 
river is wider, and no compact masses of timber is to be found 
in that part of the raft. 


The department may calculate on my completing the whole 
of the work, that is the removal of the raft so as to open a na- 
vigation for steamboats, by the 25th of May neat, unless pre- 
vented by some unforseen calamity among my men. 

After the raft is removed and a good navigation has been 
opened, I am of opinion that for several years, say five at least, 
it will be necessary to keep a boat in the river so constructed 
as to be able to raise and remove any snag that may make ils 
appearance in the river, either from the timber that will rise 
from the old bed of the river, or from trees that fall in from its 
banks; and keep the river clear from raft that will be liable to 
lodge and make in its bed, until the channel is worked out to 
its original size by the action of the water, which will require 
from five to ten years. Such a boat would cost the government 
about $15,000; to keep her at work eight months in each year 
will cost about an equal sum. I would, therefore, recommeni 
the appropriation of a further sum of thirty thousand dollars, 
and above the forty thousand dollars, which I have estimated 
for this year’s work. ‘The department may rely on the neces- 
city of such an appropriation and expenditure being indispensa- 
ble to effect the design of the government, and that without il, 
the people will not have confidence in the permanency of the 
work, and will not pay so high a price for the lands when of- 
fered for sale by three times the amount it will require to keep 
the raft Open on the plan I have proposed. 

I view it as the most economical plan that can be pursued 
by the government to make immediate provisions for keeping 
the river open after the raft is out. 

As far as the work has progressed, the navigation is good, 
and the land on the banks of the river in the immediate vicini- 
ty, worth at least five times the amount of the whole expendi- 
ture, over and above any value that they would have had with- 
out the removal of the raft. 

This is a great speculation to the government, without taking 
into consideration the immense tract of first rate land that 
bounds on the river for six hundred miles above the raft, every 
acre of which is equally benefitted by the improvement when 
it is completed. 

I have to inform you that no communication has been re- 
ceived by me from the department since I left Louisville, Ky. 
on the 26th of November last. I hope, however, that the funds 
for which I estimated about that date, is at Natchitoches. The 
department will please inform me as early as practicable, of 
the passage of a bill making appropriation for the continuance 
of the work for the present year. 

I must also inform you that no account of expenses for any 





an examination of the entire remainder of the raft, and have 


of the western rivers, can be made out by me for the last quat- 
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ter, as my location makes it utterly out of my power, correctly, 
ty attend to such parts of my duty, as is required to furnish the 
regular quarterly accounts. However the interest of the go- 
vernment does not suffer, in the smallest degree, by such 
delays of Lime. 

J am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

HENRY M. SHREVE, superintendent, §c. 
Brig. gen. Charles Gratiot, chief engineer, Washington. 
THE RED RIVER RAFT. 
Extract of a letter from capt. Henry M. Shreve, dated Red 
River raft, 2th Murch, 1836. ~ 

I bad hoped to have seen you or lieut. Bowman in the raft 
ere this, as an examining officer. Lam getting on with the re- 
moval of the raftslowly. IL finda much more difficult task to 

erfurm than I had anticipated. The fact is, the work is of 
such a nature, as to make it impossible to judge of the amount 
of labor required to perform any given portion of it, until after 
it has been done; butas I progress up, [ leave behind a good 
sieamboat navigation. ‘Two old boats have been sunk in the 
raft, but neither of them fit to navigate, from age and decay, 
and come up With emigrants. Filteen boats have been up 
through the former location of the raft 115 miles since the first 
of January, and the emigration of the country is immense. 

I aw, sit, very respectially, your obedient servant, 

H. M. SHREVE, superintendent, §c. 
L. G@. Dutton, U.S. engineer, Washington, D. C. 
= BO Otte 
DEBATE IN THE SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 
On an amendment offered by Mr. Benton to a bill to increase the 
army. 

Mr. Linn expressed his hope that the bill would be taken up 
at once fer consideration, as some immediate action of con- 
gress Was Necessary, in Consequence of the state of things on 
ihe frontier, and its exposed condition. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, hoped that the amendments would be 
allowed to take the usual course, and lie for consideration; 
and that the land biil, which was the order for yesterday, 
would now be taken up and disposed of before any other sub- 
ject should be taken up. 

Mr, Linn added a few words in addition to what he had be- 
fore suggested, and which we regret that our positiun prevent- 
ed us from hearing. 

Mr. Preston stated that the amendments proposed the addi- 
tion of a regiment of dragoons, and also a considerable aug- 
mentation of the army. It was suggested that strange occur- 
reuces had taken place on our frontier; that an army, flushed 
with conquest, and rendered furious from the taste of blood, 
Was rapidly approaching our frontier. Rumors of this charac- 
ter were Well calculated to produce a certain degree of anxiety 
in the bosoms of American citizens. His own imagination had 
been startled—his feelings deeply pained; he had been sensible 
even of something of indignation at the rumors of outrages, ap- 
palling to humanity, which had reached him. His feelings had 
been rouseé; our countrymen, our friends, our relatives massa- 
cred in cold blood, and, as report says, in violation of every 
sort of pledge—massacred after surrendering to a powerful 
force, acting under an able military commander. But the ru- 
mors weat still further. It was said that there had been nego- 
tlutiuns with the Indians on the frontier, for the purpose of en- 
listing their hostility against our citizens on the frontier. 
True, there was no other foundation for these statements but 
these rumors, and these rumors were in themselves contradic- 
tory. Gentlemen who are well versed in the geography of the 
eountry, had been unable to trace the operations on the map. 
The whole was a mass of great confusion. We are all pos- 
sessed with some vague ideas that something horrible has hap- 
pened. In this state of things, perplexed by vague and general 
rumors, we are presented with a case of possible necessity, to 
urge us to hasten a measure, in reference to which it seems to 
be particularly desirable that the senate should have the most 
exact information on the subject. There may be gentlemen 
Who had better information than he had, and, if so, they should 
Come forward and communicate it. 


Rumor says that a distinguished officer, a major general in 
the American army, on the frontiers, has made a call on the 
executive of three states for a force of militia, and that the mi- 
litia, to the number of 7,000, have been embodied. It is sup- 
posed that a sill stronger measure will become necessary, and 
that the executive arm will have to be extended before a more 
tranquil state of things can be produced. He was as willing as 
his friend (Mr. Linn) to protect the frontier. He was aa ready 
to go as far whenever the exigencies of circumstances should 
require it.. But he hoped that gentlemen would not suffer their 
feelings to be excited and urged beyond what the law of na- 
tions would justify. He hoped that gentlemen would concur 
With him in opinion that they did not come here to indulge 
Private and personal feelings, but to shape their course so as to 
insure the greatest advantages to those whom they represented. 
He could not sit down without saying that his feelings had 
heen pained, and he would repeat that he was ready to go as 
far as his friend from Missouri to protect the frontier, and, in 
all circumstances, to go as far as he would in doing that which 
Was right. He hoped that some gentleman would take the ne- 
Cessary steps to obtain the information so much desired on the 
Subject. As a member of the military committee, he would be 





NILES’ REGISTER—MAY 14, 1886—DEBATE IN THE SENATE. 195 


glad that all possible information should be before the senate, 
and that the measure should not be pressed until that informa- 
tion should be obtained. He did nut come into the senate to- 
day prepared tw go into this question. He should be ready at 
any time to go into the consideration of the subject, but he 
thought the best course now was to dispose of the land bill, 
and afterwards to consider this bill. 

Mr. Clay said, the proposition, if he understood it, was to 
take up a military bill from the house, passed this morning, 
providing for an increase of the army, and authorising the cali- 
ing out of ten thousand volunteers. Every senator here was 
undoubtedly as willing as the gentleman from South Carolina, 
to do whatever the honor, interest and tranquillity of the coun- 
try required to be done. But he must see a very different 
state of things from any that had as yet presented itself, before 
he should be willing to interrupt the pagific relations of the go- 
vernment, and precipitating it into a war with Mexico. 

If there was a cause, a just and righteous cause, for sucha 
step, he trusted we should act promptly and manfully; but, as 
yet, we had but rumors of the inhuman scenes which were 
said to have been enacted. As yet, so far as respected this 
country, there was no ground for engaging in hostilities with 
any foreign power. 

it was not yet the proper time to go into the consideration of 
this subject. It should be taken up deliberately, and with all 
the information that could possibly be obtained. It was pro- 
posed to augment the military force of the country; and it was 
proper to consider by how large a number of men, and of offi- 
cers capable of commanding them. Perhaps an increase of 
both was necessary; but without a great and controlling neces- 
sity, there should be an increase of neither. 

He came into the senate this morning under the full expee- 
tation thata final disposition would be made of the land bill, 
before proceeding to the consideration of any other subject. 
There was time enough to look into this measure. ‘There was 
no particular urgency for considering itat this moment. He 
had been told that we had lately at Tampa Bay 7,000 men, en- 
gaged ina contest with 6 or 700 miserable Indians: these we 
had neither conquered nor found; and unless we could show a 
somewhat better capacity for war, we bad better refrain from 
engaging in one. 

If Santa Anna should commence hostilities with us—if he 
should invade our frontier—and he had, as yet, shown no such 
intention—what was to prevent our transporting this force 
from Tampa Bay to the Sabine, to prevent any violation of 
neutrality and of existing treaties in that quarter? But unless 
there was an actual or threatened invasion, we were not called 
upon for any active measures. At any rate we wanted infor- 
mation. Has pnocommunication been made to our government 
from that Of Mexico? No assurances been given that existing 
treaties would be respected? If so, letus have them. A call, 
in his opinion, could not fail to bring us such facts as would, 
in a great measure, quiet the public apprehension. He had 
risen, however, for the sole purpose of saying, that when a 
final vote was expected on the land bill to-day, he was unwil- 
ling to have that measure put aside, as it had been repeatedly, 
and that, too, in a very unusual and unparliamentary manner. 
He hoped the senate would preceed to its consideration. 

Mr. Benton said: Here we meet the land bill again. Call 
up what subject we will, we find the land bill in the way. 
Bills of the greatest importance are foundered by coming into 
contact with the land bill. The fortification bill found the land 
bill too great an impediment to overcome. Every bill finds 
this land billinits way. It is like the frogs of Egypt, which 
were found on the tables, and even in the nuptual bed. 

Mr. B. then went on to state the course he had pursued in 
the progress of the Jand bill, and the efforts he had made to get 
up the fortification bill. He trusted that the officers and sol- 
diers of the United States on the frontiers would not subdue 
their national feelings when they saw the Mexican troops com 
mitting such inhuman atrocitiez on Americans, but that they 
would strike, and leave it to the God of our country to direct 
the result. He wanted now to have the sense of the senate as 
to taking up this bill for consideration.. He wished to see 
whether they would be ready to step forward to vindicate and 
save their bleeding country, in preference to scrambling for 
portions of the public money. He had read of accredited au- 
thorities who could not be made to show any regard for their 
bleeding country while they were engaged in dividing the pub- 
lic spoils. He had read of such instances in histories, and he 
would ask for the yeas and nays in order to see if such would 
be the case now. 


Mr. Porter said he regretied extremely this discussion, as 
hours, nay, minutes had become precious if we hoped to go 
through the great mass of business which had been prepared 
for the action of congress. There had been as much debate 
on the precedence bills were entitled to, as was sufficient to 
pass one of them orrejectit. He hoped we would continue 
to act on the bill which was made the special order of the day, 
until it was finally disposed of. That now proposed by the 
senator from Missouri had his approbation; and without pledg- 
ing himself to all its details, he believed it would have his vote. 
Being friendly to it, he thought it was injuring its chance of 
adoption to press iton for discussion and decision without at- 
fording time for a proper examination of ita provisions. ‘That 
proper examination need not be a long one. 

Mr. P. said he was compelled to dissent from what had fallen 
from the honorable senator from Kentucky in relation to our 
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military force. He (Mr. P.) thought it ought to be augmented. 
Its numbers were not greater now than they were ten years 
ago, and since that time our population had vastly increased, 
our frontier had been extended in the same space of time in a 
still greater proportion, and was necessarily weakened as it 
was enlarged. Another circumstance called for an augmenta- 
tion of our army. Within a very few years (under a policy 
which Mr. P. said he should ever deplore) an immense body of 
Indians had been removed from the east side of the Mississippi, 
and thrown on the frontiers of Louisiana, Arkansas and Mis- 
souri. In their Original location they were circled on every 
side by a white population, which insured their good conduct, 
and restrained their propensity to war. They were now placed 
on an extended frontier, thinly settled, where, from causes he 
should notenlarge on, because they were obvious, a military 
force was indispensable to give security to our borders. Not 
Jess, he believed, than 250,000 Indians were now located be- 
tween the west of the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains, 
who, from ignorance and the influence of passions which con- 
stantly agitate man in a savage state, were liable to be excited 
to hostilities, ruinous to themselves in the end, but destructive 
to the borders exposed to their first outbreak. It was humani- 
ty, therefore, as well as true economy, to place a force on our 
frontiers which would hold them in check, and be ready to 
crush their first movements. 

There was another element to be taken into the estimate we 
should make of the proposed measure, which had been glanced 
atin the debate, and which could not be properly disregarded. 
He alluded to the events daily transpiring on the western boun- 
dary of Louisiana. By the last intelligence received from that 
quarter, it appeared that the war which had for some time 
raged in one of the Mexican provinces, was about to be brought 
close to ourselves. The inhabitants of Texas were flying from 
their country, and taking refuge within the state of Louisiana, 
and their enemies, flushed with victory, were close and hot in 
their pursuit. He did not believe the Mexican troops would 
cross the Sabine and violate our territory. If Santa Anna had 
the wisdom and ability which his friends long since, and his 
enemies lately, gave him credit for, he would cautiously abstain 
from any such step. His true interests prompted him to re- 
spect our neutrality. He (Mr. P.) believed he would be 
governed by these interests. But while he believed it, it was 
impossible to shut our eyes to the danger of collision between 
the troops of the United States now on the Sabine, and those 
of Mexico. The people of this country had become painfuliy 
excited by the intelligence which had reached them of the war 
of extermination carried on in Texas. That excitement had 
been communicated to our troops; it required only a spark to 
put the combustible materials now on our frontier in a flame, 
and he was afraid it would soon be furnished. 

It had been said that our officers there should have hearts 
and arms, but no heads; that is, that they should yield them- 
selves up to the influence of their feelings, however their judg- 
ment might reprove the measures those feelings prompted them 
to. He hada better hope of their wisdom and prudence. A 
heavy responsibility rested on them. If, under the influence 
Of passion, they involved the nation in war, they would have 
a severe account to render for their actions. And more espe- 
cially if, at this moment, when the forces stationed on the 
frontiers of the state of Louisiana might be inadequate to its 
defence, they should,in their sympathy for Texas, draw the 
war into that state, he knew of no terms of reprehension too 
strong for such conduct. With all possible consideration for 
the inhabitants of Texas, and deep and sincere regret for the 
condition to which they were reduced, he could not kelp think- 
ing that the citizens of Louisiana who had remained within 
their country had the first claim on the attention and protection 
of the federal government and the federal army. He hoped 
and believed this view of the matter was taken by the presi- 
dent, however it might be disregarded elsewhere; and that 
orders had been sent to the commanding officers not to com- 


promit the safety of the state he had the honor in part to repre- 
sent. 


But apart from all considerations of prudence and safety, 
there were the higher ones of justice, which forbad our inter- 
meddling in this contest. We were acting under the eye of 
the civilized world. It had heretofore been our boast and our 
pride that we faithfully maintained all our treaties, in letter 
and in spirit. He trusted that, under no impulses, however 
praiseworthy, would we leave the vantage ground we had so 
long and so honorably occupied, and expose ourselves to the im- 
putation of considering compacts binding only so long as it 
suited our convenience and our interest. We were the oldest 
independent nation in the American continent; we were the 
strongest, too. It behooved us to aspire after the truest glory 
which a nation can acquire; to exhibit the example of power 
restrained by justice, and ambition directed, not to subjugate 
our neighbors, but to improve and to elevate them. 

He believed these sentiments were those of the large mass 
of the American people, but there was danger that they might 
be forgotten under the excitement of generous feelings. He 
respected these feelings; he shared in them, but he felt it to be 
his duty, in the place he occupied, to submit them to the con- 
trol of his reason and his judgment, and if possible to induce 
others todo the same. Noone had heard with deeper regret 
than himself, the intelligence of the dreadful massacres which 
had taken place in Texas. It was possible the statements 
were exaggerated. He hoped they were so. Butif true, they 
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were disgraceful to the perpetrators. The people of Texas 
whether right or wrong in their attempt at independ<nce, had 
done nothing to place them out of the pale of civilization; ang 
if it were true that a body of them, after Capitulation as pri- 

soners of war, had been basely shot in cold blood, their mur- 

derers should be held up to the common execration of mankind, 

He (Mr. P.) would rather have been one of the gallant, though 

misguided men who perished on that occasion, than the ruth- 

less despot by whose orders they were assassinated. 

But giving to these feelings their full scope, he could not sce 
in this and other inhuman acts cause for war by the United 
States against Mexico. We should never be an hour at peace 
if we set out on a crusade to punish all the cruel deeds which 
were committed in the world. Their proximity to us, and their 
being inflicted on men of kindred blood, could not change o; 
enlarge our obligations. In abandoning their own country, and 
becoming citizens of another, they had placed themselves jp 
relation to that left as strangers, so far as claims for nationa| 
interference were concerned. Wehad no more right to make 
war because they had been unjustly treated by the power to 
which they had attached themselves, than we had to intermed- 
dle in the contests between the natives of the old states of 
Mexico. 

Our unfortunate countrymen who settled in that portion of 
Mexico which is now the theatre of war, knew well what kind 
of people they were going among. In all periods of history, 
the Spanish race have been distinguished for cruelty in their 
civil wars: extending no quarter, and sparing neither sex nor 
age. The scenes now daily enacted in old Spain, of which ac- 
counts reach us every day, exhibit the same brutal ferocity and 
disregard of all the claims of humanity as those lately perpe- 
trated by their descendants in Texas. ‘Those which took place 
in South America, some years since, were, if possible, more 
frightful and revolting to humanity. We did not then throw 
ourselves into the conflict, and he trusted we would not now. 
A war for revenge he deprecated, as he did one for conquest. 
He saw as yet no just cause for expending our blood and our 
treasure, and he hoped that all who had a voice in the councils 
of the nation would aid in preserving our neutrality. 

Mr. Preston said he was misapprehended, if it was supposed 
he wished to press the consideration of this matter now. He 
wished merely to draw the attention of the senate to it, and he 
had succeeded in so doing. The final action upon it might 
easily be deferred for a day or two. 

We had rumors, to be sure, but he saw nothing in them to 
justify any act of extraordinary vigilance on our part. We 
need not operate defensively or on the offensive at present. 
Santa Anna had done enough to curdle our blood, and shock 
our sensibilities, but not enough to justify any warlike prepara 
tion. He would wish to know, however, why general Gaines 
had made this requisition for more men. It had been stated 
that the government were in possession of all the facts, but lie 
could not think so. He does not intend to rush down at once 
upon the Mexican leader—considering him as a monster out 0! 
the pale of humanity. Such could notbe his intention. Was 
there not something else? Had not a communication from 
Santa Anna to the Camanche Indians been intercepted? If so, 
the president is in possession of the fact. « 

We cannot interfere in Texas; it is beyond our reach. Butit 
this ruthless desolator of that province has instigated the In 
dians to cross the frontier and descend upon our settlements, 
we should hold him responsible for every drep of blood that 
may be shed. 

if such a movement is contemplated—if it is taking place— 
then, after the necessary information, let the senate act. Ile 
agreed with the senator from Louisiana, that an increase of our 
military was necessary. 


Mr. Benton reminded the senate that this bill was not a new 
measure, and that it was a northwestern, not a southwesteril 
measure. It had originated with one of the senators from 
Indiana, (Mr. Tipton) and one of the senators from Ohio, (Mr. 
Morris). These gentlemen made some insipient movements 
on the subject as much as three months ago, and befure they 
could have had the least idea that general Gaines would be 
placed in a situation to act in the matter. 

Mr. Buchanan said that he had no doubt the government 
would be guided in its course towards Mexico by that princip!¢ 
which had been established in the commencement of our polill- 
cal history; which had grown with our growth, and strengthen- 
ed with our strength; which always had been, and he trusted 
always would be, strictly adhered to, viz: never to interfere 
with the domestic concerns of foreign nations. ; 

General Washington had asserted and maintained that prit- 
ciple in his celebrated proclamation of neutrality; it had met, 
in theory and practice, with the approbation of the whole 
world; it regarded other nations as friends in peace, and as 
enemies in war, and should never, in any contingency, be de- 
parted from. 

In his eyes, and he trusted in the eyes of all mankind, Santa 
Anna was a tyrantand a usurper. He had violated the federal 
compact which had been entered into by the Mexican states: 
he had overturned that constitutional system of government 
to which they had looked for the preservation of their — 
and prosperity; and Texas, as one of the states of that confe- 
deracy, therefore, was justified in her rebellion. Whether ner 
citizens had consulted a wise policy in declaring themselves 
independent, was not for him to decide; butas a man, and an 
American, he wished they might acquire and maintain thei 
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independence; and he trusted in God they would be able to do 
so. He would leave them, however, most unwillingly, to their 
own bravery and exertions, with an ardent hope for their ul- 
timate success. 

What, (continued Mr. B.) was the state of our frontier? If 
this Mexican leader was rousing the Indians within our ter- 
ritories into action; if he was exciting and stimulating their 
pratal passions; if our defenceless women and children were to 
be wurdered in cold blood, then he would hold him responsible. 
should this prove to be true, he has violated our treaty with 
Mexico, and has clearly made himself the aggressor, 

ju any event, there was a necessity for sending troops at 
once—for making ourselves strong in that quarter; tor we knew 
not to what excesses the savage feelings of Santa Anna might 
jmpel him. — ; ; 

In the policy of sending a sufficient force of dragoons to the 
western frontier, as proposed by the senator from Missouri, he 
entirely coincided; but he was opposed to departing in any the 
slightest degree from the settled policy of this government, 
even for the purpose of supporting the cause of the Texians. 
Tins mach in regard to the general subject. 

If it were left for him to decide whether the measure now 
pefore the senate or the land bill should now be acted upon, he 
should, other things being equal, give the preference to the 
former. It was @ necessary measure. But he had been in- 
structed, by an authority which he was bound to respect, to 
support the latter; and he should vote with its warmest friends 
ill it passed or was defeated. He was willing, therefore, to 
proceed and dispose of the land bill, which had already been 
ordered to be engrossed tor its third reading, until it should be 
finally disposed of, which he thought might be done to-day, 
or, at the latest, to-morrow; it would embarrass all our pro- 
ceedings. We might then take up and pass the important 
measures Of defence now before the senate, without further 

elay- 
ate Clayton stated that he should vote for the land bill in 
preference to this bill, because the former would have still to 
nass the other house, while the bill now asked to be consider- 
ed had passed that house. As far as he had seen of this bill, 
he was favorably disposed towards it. But he was desirous to 
pave a day or two to consider of the amendments. He did not 
wish it to be said of him that he had thrown any difficulty in 
the way of the public defence, and he only desired so much 
delay as would enable him to become acquainted with the 
character of the amendments. 

Mr. Linn referred to the journal to show that this matter had 
been moved early in March. 

The motion to take up the bill was then negatived without a 
division, the call for the yeas and nays being withdrawn, 

REPORT FROM THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Navy department, March 31, 1836. 

Sir: In answer to so much of the resolutions of the senate of 
the United States of the 18th ultimo, as required information 
as to the probable amount of appropriations that may be neces- 
sary to supply the United States with ordnance, arms and mu- 
nitions of war, which a proper regard to self-defence would re- 
quire to be always on hand, and the probable amount that 
would be necessary to place the naval defences of the United 
States (including the increase of the navy, navy yards, dock 
yards, and steam or floating batteries) upon the footing of 
strength and respectability which is due to the security and 
welfare of the union, I have the honor to lay before you a re- 
port of the board of navy commissioners, of the 2d inst. which 
contains the best information upon the subjects referred to in 
the possession of this department; which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. MAHLON DICKERSON, 

To the president of the United States. 

Navy commissioners’ office, March 2, 1836. 

Sir: The board of navy commissioners have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, re- 
questing a ‘‘report on the probable amount that would be ne- 
cessary to supply the United States with the ordnance, arms 
and munitions of war, (so far as may be wanted for the pur- 
poses of the navy), which a proper regard to self-defence would 
require to be always on hand; and on the probable amount that 
would be necessary to place the naval defences of the United 
States (including the increase of the navy, navy yards, dock 
yards, and steam or floating batteries) upon the footing of 
strength and respectability which is due to the security and 
welfare of the union.?? 

In conformity to these instructions, the board respectfully 
State, with respect to the ordnance for the navy, that, aftera 
careful examination of the subject, taking into consideration 
the ordnance and ordnance stores now on hand, and the extent 
Of force, for which it may be expedient to make early provi- 
sion, they are of opinion that the sum of one million eight hun- 
dred thousand two hundred and fifty dollars will be required to 
Supply the ordnance, arms and munitions of war which may be 
wanted for the use of the navy, and which a proper regard to 
self-defence would require to have prepared ready for use.— 
(See paper A, annexed, for the detail). 

The board beg leave respectfully to observe, that, for the ves- 
sels which are now built, or have been specially authorised, 
armaments may be provided, with some partial! exceptions, 
from the cannon and carronades already provided, and the de- 
ficient ordnance, arms and other ordnance stores will be prin- 











cipally required for the vessels which are yet to be authorised 
or built. it is therefore respecttully recommended that any ap- 
propriation for this purpose, instead of being special or sepa- 
rate, should be included in an appropriation for *‘building and 
repairing vessels, and for the purchase of materials and stores 
for the navy.”? 

The second object of injury, as to *‘the probable amount that 
would be necessary to place the naval defences of the United 
States (including the increase of the navy, navy yards, dock 
yards, aud steam or floating batteries) upon the footing of 
strenth and respectability which is due to the security and wel- 
fare of the union,’’? embraces a wide range, requires an exami- 
nation of several subjects of great importance, and the expres- 
sion of opinions upon which differences of opinion may and 
probably willexist. Befure any estimate can be formed of the 
probable amount that would be necessary for the purposes pro- 
posed, an examination must be had, and an opinion formed, of 
the nature and extent of the naval force which is ‘“‘necessary to 
place the naval defences of the United States upon the footing 
of strength and respectability which is due to the security and 
wellare of the union,’? and the time within which it ought to 
be, or might be, advantageously prepared. 

Taking into view the geographical position of the U. States, 
with reference to other nations with whom we are most likely 
to be brought into future collision; the great extent of our ma- 
ritime frontier, and the extreme importance of securing the 
communications of the whole valley of the Mississippi, through 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the intercourse between all parts of the 
coast; the efficient protection of our widely-extended and ex- 
tremely valuable commerce, under all circumstances; and the 
great naval and fiscal resources of the country, the board con- 
sider the proper limit for the extent of the naval force to be that 
which can be properly manned, when the country may be in- 
volved in a maritime war. 

In estimating this extent, it is assumed that about ninety 
thousand seamen are employed in the foreign and coasting 
trade and fisheries. As the navigation has been generally in- 
creasing, there is little reason to apprehend any immediate di- 
minution during peace. In any war which would require the 
employment of all our naval force, it is believed that such in- 
terruptions would occur to our commerce as would enable the 
navy to obtain, without difficulty, at least thirty thousand sea- 
inen and ordinary seamen; and if it should continue long, it is 
probable that a larger number might be engaged. The number 
of thirty thousand, with the landsmen who may be safely com- 
bined with them, will therefore be assumed as the number for 
which vessels ought to be prepared, for the commencement of 
a state of hostilities. 

With respect to the nature of the force which it would he 
most advantageous to prepare, there will undoubtedly be differ- 
ences of opinion. ‘The materials for the larger vessels, as ships 
of the line and frigates, would be obtained with great difficulty, 
under circumstances which should interfere with our coasting 
trade, whilst sloops of War and smaller vessels could be built 
with greater comparative facility, under such circumstances. 

The preparation of a considerable number of steam vessels, 
ready to defend our great estuaries, to aid the operations of our 
other naval force,and in the concentration or movements of 
the military force, as circumstances might require, is believed 
to demand serious and early attention. 

Having due regard to these and other considerations, the 
board propose that the force to be prepared, ready for use when 
circumstances may require it, shall consist of 15 ships of the 
line, 25 frigates, 25 sloops of war, 25 steamers and 25 smaller 
vessels; and that the frames and other timber, the copper, ord- 
nance, tanks and chain cables shall also be prepared for 10 ships 
of the line and 10 frigates. 

The force proposed to be prepared, ready for use, will employ, 
and can be manned by, the 30,600 seamen and others which have 
been considered available in a state of war. The materials for 
the 10 ships of the line and 10 frigates, will constitute a neces- 
sary reserve for increasing the number of those vessels, should 
they be required, or for supplying losses from decay or casual- 
ties. 

To estimate the amount necessary to prepare this force, it is 
proposed to ascertain the whole probable cost, including ord- 
nance, by the average cost of similar vessels already built, 
(steam vessels excepted), and of materials already procured, 
and then to deduct the value of the present force, and all other 
present available means. 


The total cost of 15 ships of the line.........+++++$8,250,000 
Q5 MrIQALES re cc ceee veces vecees 000003100, 000 
25 SIVOPS...ccececccccees coesesesdyl 2,000 
D5 SLEAMETS.....004 cevecces seeee sD 020,000 
25 smaller vessels......+. e+++++++1,250,000 
Total for vessels.....2 ccsececeeseveeeeseseess 0243000,000 
For the proposed materials, as a reserve.... ... 3,315,000 
Total amount required..ccccesccceeceeceeeeee + G00,315,000 
Deduct from this sum the value of the present force 
and available means, as follows: 
In vessels afloat, valued at sixty one-hun- 


dredths of original value, about $4,440,000 
In vessels building, at actual cost 2,455,000 
{n materials collected for building do. 2,945,000 


In treasury for these purposes, let Octo- 


ber, 1895 ] ,215,000 
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For three years’ appropriation ‘gradual 
improvement,”? when due 














1,500,006 





Total) of present value and available means 12,555,000 


Leaves still to be provided for vessels. .......4+++ 917,760,000 

In presenting any estimate for the amounts which may be ne- 
cessary to place the different navy yards in a proper situation, 
the board ean do no more than give very general opinions, as 
the objects of expenditure are foreign to their own professional 
pursuits, and they have no civil engineer to whom they can re- 
fer for the necessary detailed information. 

From a knowledge of the cost of works hitherto completed, 
or in progress, and of the wants at the respective yards for the 
proper preservation of materials, and for extending the means 
for building, preserving, repairing and equipping vessels, they 
are satisfied, however, that the public interests would be great- 
ly promoted, and, in fact, absolutely require an average annual 
expenditure of $500,000 for some years to come, upon the dif- 
ferent yards. 

In New York the necessity of a dry dock is severely felt al- 
ready, and its importance will increase with an increase of the 
navy. This, with its dependencies, will require pearly a mil- 
lion of dollars. At Pensacola, which nature has designated as 
one of the naval keys of the Gulf of Mexico, and of the immense 
commerce of the valley of the Mississippi, large expenditures 
will be necessary to secure adequate means for repairing and 
subsisting a naval force upon that station, and thus prevent the 
many evils which would be severely felt in a state of war, ifthe 
vessels were obliged to resort to the Atlantic ports for ordinary 
repairs or supplies of any kind. In other yards, there are ob- 
jects of great and urgent importance. 

Generally, the proposed arrangements for the preservation of 
all materials and vessels should precede their collection or con- 
struction. Whilst, therefore, the board propose $500,000 as the 
average annual appropriation until the yards should be placed 
in proper order, they would also state that appropriations of 
$700,000 annually for the next four or five years, and a less sum 
than $500,000 afterwards, would, in their opinion, be most ju- 
dicious, 


The next subject for consideration is, the nature and extent 
of force proper to be kept employed in a time of peace, for the 
protection of our commercial interests, and to prepare the offi- 
cers and others for the efficient management of the force pro- 
posed for a state of war. 

Our commerce is spread over every ocean; our tonnage is 
second only to that of Great Britain, and the value of articles 
embarked is believed by many to be fully equal to those trans- 
ported by the ships of that nation. In the safety and prosperity 
of this commerce all the other interests of the United States are 
deeply interested. It is liable to be disturbed and injured in 
various modes, unless the power of the country, exerted through 
its naval force, is ready to protectit. It is, therefore, proposed 

“that small squadrons should be employed upon different sta- 
tions, subject, at all times, however, to such modifications as 
circumstances thay require. 

Of these squadron, one might be employed in the Mediterra- 
nean, and attend to our interests on the west coasts of Spain 
and Portugal, and southward to the western coast of Morocco 
and Madeira. 

One in the Indian Ocean, to visit, successively, the most im- 
portant commercial points east of the Cape of Good Hope, to 
China, then to cross the Pacific, visit the northern whaling sta- 
tions and islands, cruise some time upon the west coast of 
Amercia, and return by way of Cape Horn, the coast of Brazil, 
and the windward West India islands, 

One in the Pacific Ocean, to attend to our interests upon the 
west coast of American; keeping one or more vessels at or near 
the Sandwich and other islands which are frequented by our 
whale ships and other vessels, and, in succession, cross the Pa- 
cific, visiting the islands and southern whaling stations, China 
and other commercial places, and return, by the way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, to the United States. 

A squadron upon the coast of Brazil, or east coast of South 
America, might be charged with attention to our interests on 
the whole of that coast, and upon the north coast, so far as to 
include the Oronoco. Ifa ship of the line should be employed 
on this station, it might be occasionally sent round to the Pa- 
cific. 

A squadron in the West Indies and Gulf of Mezico will be ne- 
cessary for, and may be charged with attention to the protec- 
tion of our commerce amongst the West India islands and along 
the coast of South America, from the Oronoco, round to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

A small coast squadron upon our Atlantic coast might be very 
advantageously employed in making our officers familiarly and 
thoroughly acquainted with all our ports and harbors, which 
would be very useful in a state of war. The vessels would also 
be ready for any unexpected service, either to transmit infor- 
mation or orders; to reinforce other squadrons, or to visit our 
eastern fisheries. Besides this cruising force, it is recommend- 
ed that a ship of the Jine be kept in a state of readiness for ser- 
vice, men excepted, at Boston, New York and Norfolk, and 
used as receiving-ships for the recruits as they are collected.— 
This would give the means of furnishing a considerable increase 

of force, with a very small addition to the current expense. 

For the nature and distribution of this force, the fullowing is 

proposed: 








a 





~~. 


, Fri Steam- Smal- 

Line. gates Sloops. sey ler, Total. 
Mediterranean...1 2 2 - 2 7 
Indian ocean.... - 1 2 - { 4 
Pacific..........- 2 3 - 2 7 
Brazil ...eeceeee 1 2 - 2 65 
West Indies..... - 1 4 1 2 8 
Home .....0000. 3* 1 2 3 1 10 

5 8 15 4 10 42 


Considering this force with reference to its power of givin 
experience to the officers, and qualifying them for the mManage- 
ment of the force proposed for war, it appears that, for the foree 
proposed to be actually employed at sea, in peace and in way 
the peace force will require and employ about two-thirds the 
number of commanders of squadrons; about one-third the cap- 
tains and forty one-hundredths of the coimmanders and |iey. 
tenants and masters, which the proposed war force would de. 
mand, and midshipmen sufficient to supply the additional num. 
ber of these last classes which a change to a state of war Would 
require. 

Supposing the foregoing force to be that which is to be kept 
in commission, the next question is, what force will be neces. 
sary to keep afloat, to provide the necessary reliefs? The board 
believe that this force should be the least which will answer 
the object proposed, as every vessel when launched is exposed 
to a decay which is much more rapid than when left under the 
cover of a tight ship-house. 


We have already six ships of the line afloat, which will be 
fully equal to our present wants, when they are repaired. A 
reserve of three frigates may be required, but only to be Jaunch- 
ed when the necessity for it shall arise; for the sloops of war 
and smaller vessels, it will probably be sufficient to merely 


“keep up the Cruising force as proposed, except some extraordi- 


nary demand should arise. The force of steam vessels propos- 
ed, when distributed at Boston, New York, Norfolk and Pen- 
sacola, would probably meet all the demands of a state of peace, 
and furnish useful schools for officers, to prepare them for the 
proper management of othets, when they are required. The 
force to be kept afloat, then, will be assumed at 6 ships of the 
line, 11 frigates, 15 sloops of war, 4 steamers and 10 smaller 
vessels. The annual amount necessary to keep this force ina 
state of repair, and to supply the wear and tear of storcs of 
cruising vessels, is estimated at $930,000. 

The estimated expense of the force which is proposed to be 
kept in commission, exclusive of the repairs as above stated, 
and for the pay of the officers of the navy yards, rendezvous, 
receiving vessels, of superintendents and civil officers, at al! 
the shore establishments, and at the present cost of those es- 
tablishments, is— 

For pay of officers and seamen in commission, superintendents, 
and civil officers, and all others, at all the establishments, 
Ns it 55250400. acne annenteosensss.cs censengenseeeee 

FOS PTOCISIONS: 000 c0.e ccvcccedccccrccccvccsoecesécn 700,000 

For medicines and hospital stores...... s...eeece..- 60,000 

For ordnance stores, powder, &C...4.. cccccccccsccese 120,000 

For contingencies of all Kinds. ........ ccceeeeeeeeees 390,000 


Total for the navy branch........ «...$3,850,000 


If the marines are continued as a part of the naval establish- 
ment, instead of substituting ordinary seamen and landsmen 
for them in vessels, and watchmen in navy yards, and trans- 
ferring the marines to the army as artillery, as has sometimes 
been suggested, the sum of about $400,000 annually, will be re- 
quired for that corps. 


To determine the annual amount which it may be necessary 
to appropriate to prepare the vessels and reserve frames and 
other materials which have been proposed some time must be 
assumed within which they shall be prepared. Believing that 
reference to the ability of the treasury to meet the probable de- 
mands upon it, for all the purposes of the government, must 
necessarily be considered in determining what amount may be 
allotted to the navy, the board have examined the reports of 
the secretary of the treasury, and respectfully propose to esta- 
blish the ordinary annual appropriations for the navy, including 
the ordnance, at seven millions of dollars. 

The operation of such annual appropriations may be seen by 
the following recapitulation of the proposed heads of expendi- 
ture: 

For the force in commission, and its dependencies, as before 


stated 3,850,000 
The average appropriztion for navy yards 500.009 
For the repaits and wear and tear of vessels 950,000 
For building vesse!s and purchase of materials 1,300,100 


——«« 


Total for the navy proper...........6,600,000 
For the marine corps...........+++.+ 400,000 


$7,000,000 

By the adoption of this gross sum for the navy and its depen- 

dencies, and the other items as proposed, $1,300,000 would be 
annually applied to increasing the number of our vessels an 

the purchase of materials; and, with this annual expenditure, 

the deficiency of $17,760,000 would not be supplied sooner than 

between thirteen and fourteen years, or at about the year 1850. 


—— ae 








*As receiving ships. 
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The board consider this as the most remote period at which the 
proposed force ought to be ready, and are of opinion that it 
might be prepared much sooner, should congress deem it neces- 
sary or advisable to make larger appropriations than have been 
suggested. oe 

‘ne board have expressed the opinion that no more vessels 
should be launched than are absolutely necessary to meet the 
demands for the force to be kept in commission; but, as a ne- 
cessary consequence, they recommend that the other additional 
force should be in such a state of readiness, that it may be 
jaunched and equipped by the time that men could be obtained 
forit. This arrangement renders an early attention to the com- 
pletion of all the building-slips, sbip-houses and latnching-ways, 
at the different yards, so that the ships may be built, and that our 
docks, wharves, workshops and storehouses should be finished; 
that our ships may be equipped with the greatest economy and 
despatch, whenever they may be required. 

Before concluding this report, the board would respectfully 
offer some remarks upon the fofm of the appropriations, and 
suggest some attention to existing acts of congress. 

By the separate acts for the gradual increase of the navy; for 
the gradual improvement of the navy; for building and rebuild- 
ing different vessels, altogether seven in number, each appro- 
priation is rendered separate and distinct, although the general 
objectis the same, and requires the use of the same Kinds of 
materials. It is necessary, in conformity to the law of the 3d 
of March, 1809, that the vouchers, receipts, expenditures and 
accounts of each should be kept separately; and, in strictness, 
no article purchased for one can be applied to the use of ano- 
ther, however desirable or economical such use may be. 

Iris suggested, therefore, for consideration, whether it might 
not be very advantageous for congress to determine, by some 
general act or resolution, the number and classes of vessels 
which the president might be authorised to have been built, or 
for which materials might be procured; and then appropriate 
specially the amounts whieh might be devoted to those objects, 
and fur keeping the force afloat in repair, under the general 
head of **for building and repairing vessels, and for purchase of 
materials and stores.’? 

The adoption of some such plan, and removing the special 
restrictions which now exist, and requiring, as at present, de- 
tailed estimates for the current repairs, and reports of proceed- 
ings in building vessels and for purchase of materials, would, it 
is believed, greatly simplify and diminish the number of ac- 
counts al the treasury department, and in all the navy yards, 
without infringing in any degree the principle of special appro- 
priations; would furnish to congress all the information they 
now receive, and would enable us at all times to use those ma- 
terials Which are best prepared, and most appropriate for the 
different objects for which they might be wanted. 

The board, beg leave, also, respectfully to state their opinion 
of the necessity for the services of a competent civi! engineer 
for the navy, to furnish plans and estimates for ali hydraulic 
and civil objects, and to have a general superintendence of their 
construction, under the direction of the department. The par- 
ticular character of these works requires the supervision of 
such a person, not less from motives of economy in the ordina- 
ry expenditures, than from the more important consideration of 
their proper arrangement, solidity of construction, and dura- 
bility. All which is respectfully submitted. 

JNO. ROGERS. 

To the hon. M. Dickerson, secretary of the navy. 


A. 

Upon the supposition that the naval force to be so prepared 
thatit might be equipped for sea at short notice, shall consist 
of—15 ships of the line, 25 frigates, 25 sloops of war, 25 steam- 
ers, 25 smaller vessels, and that the frames and other durable 
waterials shall be provided for 10 ships of the line and LO fri- 
gates, as a reserve, the following statement shows the total 
number and character of the armaments which the whole force 
will require; the number which can be furnished from the ord- 
nance on hand; and the number which will be still required: 

Ships of line. Frigates. Sloops. Steamers. S. V. 


Total number required 25 35 25 25 25 
On hand, for 11 22 16 00 12 
Deficient 14 ~~ 13 9 25 13 


Besides the bomb-cannon, guns and carronades for these ar- 
maments, there would be required shot, shells, small-arms, pis- 
tols and cutlasses, and a supply of powder sufficient for equip- 
ping a strong force, in case of a sudden emergency. 

The cost of these objects may be estimated as follows: 
Armaments for 14 ships of the line, at $45,000 each, $630,000 


13 frigates, 16,500 214,500 
9 sloops, 6,000 54,000 
25 steamers 3,000 75,000 
13 smaller vessels 1,500 19,500 
For guns, bumb-cannon and carronades........+0+-«+ 993,000 


100 shot to each gun, and 200 shells to each bomb-can- 

Non, and shells for GUNS. ..ceeceeeeecceeeerceveevees 427,000 
SMED QURONON soc aeiis és iviss succdeesdsonsececcncsetcce SAEED 
3.500 paire Of pistols.......cccoccocccsccccccccccccccs 40,100 
Od Ss so cic dsc tdevededewe'e’ ocvccesss “GUeEE 
9,000 barrels of powder .... avecccces SURO 


$1,890,250 


*seeetPeeeeerereeereee 





A LATER REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy department, April 27, 1836. 

Sir: In answer to the resolution of the senate of the 19th in- 
stant, requiring of this department ‘‘to inform the senate what 
is the maximum amount which can be beneficially expended, 
annually, towards completing the naval defences of the coun- 
try; embracing, Ist, ordnance and ordnance stores; 2d, gradual 
increase of the navy, and collection of materials; 3d, repairs; 
4th, navy yards and docks and other incidental heads of expen- 
diture; provided the appropriations for the expenditures be 
made at once, for a series of years, to be drawn from the trea- 
sury annually, as needed,’? | have the honor to state that the 
subject was referred to the board of navy commissioners, whose 
report is herewith submitted. 

In this report they present estimates of much larger amount 
than those contained in their report of the 2d of March last, as 
the mazimum which, in their opinion, might be beneficially ex- 
pended, annually, towards completing the naval defences of 
the country, ‘*without any limit in reference to the means.”? 

It will be perceived that these estimates are based upon the 
supposition that our naval preparations shall have no limit, ex- 
cept that imposed by a due regard to the public revenues, and 
by the probable condition of other maritime nations; and that 
the fixed, immovable fortifications of our country are to be kept 
withip prescribed limits; and also upon the supposition that we 
shall erect six dry docks in addition to those already complet- 
ed, 10 wit: one at Portsmouth, one at Boston, two at New 
York, one at Norfolk and one at Pensacola. 

Should it not be deemed expedient by congress to increase 
our naval preparations to the extent contemplated by the com- 
missioners; or should the estimates for immoveable fortifica- 
tions, now submitted, be adopted; or should it not be deemed 
expedient to provide, at this time, for the construction of six 
dry docks, a corresponding reduction in the amount of the esti- 
mates of the commissioners should be made. 

It must also be observed, that the estimates of expenditures 
are made without regard to the effect they may have upon the 
commercial shipping interest of the country. 

An expenditure of more than a milion and ahalf of doSlars 
annually, for the ‘‘gradual increase of the navy, and collection 
of materials,’?? would, in my opinion, create such a demand for 
labor and materials as essentially to increase the expense of 
ship-building, which could not fail to give foreign navigating in- 
terests an udvantage Over Our own. 

I thought it due to myself,in presenting the report of the 
commissioners of the navy board, to make the foregoing obser- 
vations. I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obe- 
dient servant, MAHLON DICKERSON, 

Hon. M. Van Buren, president of the senate. 

Navy commissioners’ office, April 21, 1836. 

Sir: The commissioners of the navy have had the honor of 
receiving from your hands the resolution of the senate of the 
19th instant, with directions, given personally, and by endorse- 
ment on the resolution, to report thereon. 

The resolution requires that the senate be informed “what is 
the mazimuwm amount which can be beneficially expended, an- 
nually, towards completing the naval defences of the country; 
embracing, first, ordnance and ordnance stores; second, gradual 
increase of the navy and collection of materials; third, repairs; 
fourth, navy yards and docks, and other incidental heads of ex- 
penditure; provided the appropriations for the expenditure be 
made at once, for a series of years, to be drawn from: the trea- 
sury annually, as needed.”’ 

In the report which the commissioners bad the honor of pre- 
senting to you on the 2d ultimo, it was proposed “that the force 
to be prepared ready for use when circumstances may require 
it, shall consist of filleen ships of the line, twenty-five frigates, 
twenty-five sloops of war, twenty-five steamers and twenty-five 
smaller vessels; and that the frames and other timber, the cop- 
per, ordnance, tanks and chain cables shall also be prepared for 
ten ships of the line and ten frigates.’’ It was further observed 
that “the force to be ready for use would employ thirty thou- 
sand seamen; the number assumed as that fur which vessels 
ought to be prepared, for the commencement of a state of hos- 
tilities.°? In preparing that report, the board, unapprized of 
your views or those of the government upon the subject, look- 
ed to the fiscal condition of the country, as exhibited in the 
treasury reports, and thence drew the inferences expressed as 
to the sums which might annually and conveniently be applied 
towards completing our naval defences; confining their views 
to the supposed convenience of the treasury, and indicating ra- 
ther the minimum of the amount of money necessary to place 
the naval defences of the U. States upon the footing of strength 
and respectability due to the security and welfare of the union. 

But the resolution of the senate calls for the mazimum amount 
which can be beneficially expended, annually, towards com- 
pleting the naval defences of the country, without any limit in 
reference to the means. The question thus presented appears 
to be unfettered with any restriction, or any consideration, 
other than that which refers exclusively to the completion of 
the naval defences of the country. 

Had the resolution given any intimation as to the amount of 
the naval force, or, in other words, as to the nature and extent 
of the force deemed necessary for the defence of the country, a 
satisfactory reply might more easily and with more certainty 
come within the professional ability of the board. Uninformed 
upon this material point as to the views of the honorable body 
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by whom the resolution was passed, the board must of necessi- 
ty express their own, to show the basis of their calculations 
upon the subject. . 

If it be the settled policy of our government to consider the 
navy as ‘‘our first and best fortification;”’? if it be determined 
that our naval preparations shall have no limit except that im- 
posed by a due regard to public revenues, and by the probable 
condition of other maritime nations; if the fixed, immovable 
fortifications of our country are to be kept within prescribed 
limits, that the naval defences, deemed more important because 
more efficient, may be enlarged to an extent necessary to de- 
fend our coast on the ocean, and guard it against invavion, the 
commissioners would, with great deference, though with entire 
confidence in its correctness, express the opinion that an in- 
crease of naval preparations beyond that proposed in their 
letter of the 2d ultimo may become a measure of wise precau- 
tion in reference to the high interests thus committed to the 
protection of the navy, and the solemn duties and responsibili- 
ties imposed upon jt. Our means of naval defence and annoy- 
ance should surely be such as, when exerted against those pos- 
sessed by other maritime nations with whom we may come in 
conflict, would fairly promise, if not secure, success. 

Leaving, however, the nature and extent of our naval prepa- 
fations to be decided by those with whom the decision rests, 
the commissioners will suppose that fifteen ships of the line, 
twenty-five frigates, twenty-five sloops of war, twenty-five 
steamers and twenty-five smaller vessels, with the frames and 
other timber, the copper, ordnance, tanks and chain cables for 
fen ships of the line and ten frigates, as a reserve force, may be 
considered as the amount of force which it may be the pleasure 
of congress to provide; and upon this hypothesis they base the 
reply to the resolution which they have now the honor to sub- 
mit, Observing here that, if a greater force be adjudged expedi- 
ent, the means necessary to provide it must be proportionately 
increased. 

In the opinion of the board, every ship belonging to the navy 
should be kept in such a state of preparation that her full equip- 
ment and readiness for actual service, on any emergency, may 
be secured by the time a crew can be collected forher. The 
hulls of those not in service at sea should be frequently exa- 
mined and kept in good condition; their armament, masts, 
spars, boats, tanks, chain cables and imperishable stores of 
every description, should be procured, and carefully preserved 
in a state of readiness for immediate use; and there should be 
always kept on hand a full supply of seasoned timber, of all 
kinds used in the construction of slips of war, and a full supply 
of spare ready-made masts and spars, of sizes and dimensions 
adapted to each of the various classes of our ships. 

Our navy yards should possess all the conveniences and fa- 
cilities of building and repairing ships of every class, with the 
greatest despatch and economy. They should possess ample 
means of seasoning and preserving timber, and of keeping ina 
state of perfect security and preservation, ready for immediate 
use, all the stores and munitions of every description essential 
in the equipment and armament of our ships. ‘To place the 
yards in this condition, preparations involving large expendi- 
tures are indispensable. Dry docks, timber docks, seasoning 
sheds, building slips, launching ways, ship houses, store houses, 
smitheries, workshops, wharves, &c. must be possessed to an 
extent proportionate to the number and size of our ships, and 
the quantity of materials to be kept on hand. We cannot, in 
a state of peace, secure the services of our ships as promptly as 
would be desirable, without these conveniences. In war, when 
time is all-important, when celerity of movement and vigorous 
action are alixe in constant requisition, the want of them would 
paralyze every exertion, and be felt as a heavy national calami- 
ty. Suppose a squadron coming into port after a long cruise, 
or after a serious engagement at sea, or after encountering 
usual storms, the ships composing it would require repairs, 
some of them probably very extensive; many might require 
docking, and they arrive at a port where there is but one dock; 
while one is in dock, the residue must wait and take their turn 
to be docked, and months, at least, may elapse before the squa- 
dron (possibly wanted for immediate service) can be repaired 
and putin acondition for further service. Golden opportunities 
of sustaining the honor of our flag and advancing the highest 
interests of our country may thus be lost. 

But, without supposing a case, the present actual condition 
of our ships at New York may be cited as affording ample illus- 
tration of the value of these facilities and conveniences, and 
particularly in reference to docks. If we possessed them at 
that yard, the ships now there, particularly those of the line, 
which require extensive repairs, might be put in a condition for 
service in a much shorter space of time, more effectually, at 
far less expense, and without incurring any of the risks attend- 
ing the process of heaving down. 


With these considerations in view, the commissioners would 
observe that, in their opinion, the sum of one million and eight 
hundred thousand dollars might be ‘‘beneficially expended”? in 
procuring ordnance and ordnance stores; that the mazimum 
amount which could be expended in the first year, from the 
date of an appropriation, would probably not exceed $300,000, 
but in the second and subsequent years at least $500,000 might 
be beneficially expended in providing cannon, carronades, 
bombs, shot, bomb-shells, muskets, pistols, cutlasses, boarding- 
pikes, boarding-axes, powder or the materials for making it, 
and all the other various articles necessary to the armament of 





the shtps. That for ‘‘the increase of the navy and collection of 


materials,’’? the sum of sixteen millions of dollars might be he. 
neficially expended; that during the first year the expenditure 
for timber could not be very considerable. It might be con- 
tracted for in the course of a few months, but the trees shou! 
not be felled before the month of October next, and the eou- 
tractors would not probably commence delivering the timber ay 
the yards before April or May, 1837; and possibly such intr. 
ruptions from Indian hostilities might arise in getting out the 
live oak as to postpone the operations of those engaged in that 
business for a still greater length of time. But the imperisi,. 
ble articles of copper, iron and lead, might be procured, proba- 
bly during the first year; and it may be observed, as an indyep- 
ment to procure them now, that the prices now asked for such, 
articles are as low as they have ever been known to be. = '['j,), 
observation is grounded upon the latest contracts made fury cop- 
per and iron. 

Under all circumstances, the commissioners believe that the 
sum of one million and a half of dollars might be judiciously 
expended ‘‘for the gradual increase of the navy, and collection 
of materials,’’ during the first year afier an appropriation, ang 
that, in the six subsequent years, ihe residue of the $16,000,009 
(viz. $14,500,000) might be expended; making in these years 
an average expenditure of about $2,417,000. ; 

The probable inability to expend any considerable sum dopr- 
ing the first year, for timber, is a circumstance not to be regret- 
ted, because we have not the means of seasoning and presery- 
ing it. The preparation of such means, which consists of tin- 
ber docks and seasoning sheds, should precede the reception of 
timber. They may be prepared by the time the timber wij! 
be delivered; and when they shall be ready for the reception of 
the timber, the timber should be procured as early as may be 
practicable, in order to give it the longest time possible for sea- 
soning, before it shall be actually used in the construction or 
repair of ships. 

As to *‘repairs,’? the operations under this head would neces- 
sarily be protracted and limited, until we can have a sufficient 
number of dry docks, and other conveniences for repairing 
ships of war. We have now only two dry docks, one at Nor- 
folk, the other at Boston; so that only one vezsel can be taken 
into dock at a time at either of those places; and at other yards 
where we have ships of the line, it would probably be advisable 
rather to wait the construction of docks, before commeiicing 
any repairs which their bottoms may require. The commission- 
ers, however, believe that under this head, nine hundred thon- 
sand toa million of dollars may be annually and judiciously 
expended, 


Upon the subject of ‘navy yards, docks and other incidental 
heads of expenditure,’’ the board would respectfully observe, 
that the plans for improving the yards, adopted under the act 
of congress of 1827, and approved by the president of the United 
States, contemplate expenditures to a jarge amount, the means 
of estimating which are not in the possession of the board. It 
is certain, however, that it will require a series of years to com- 
plete the improvements, and it is equally certain that the ex- 
pense will unavoidably be very large. But, to confine our 
views at present to a portion of those improvements, say a dry 
dock at Portsmouth; an additional dry dock at Boston; two 
dry docks at New York; an additional dry dock at Norfolk, and 
a dry dock at Pensacola; with the number of timber docks, 
timber sheds, ship houses, slips, wharves, storehouses, &c. re- 
quired for these and other yards, and adapted to the proposed 
force, and essential to keep it in a state of desirable preparation 
for service: one million and a half of dollars may be considered 
as the mazimum amount which could be *‘beneficially expend- 
ed’? during the first year; but for each succeeding year, two 
millions and a half may be expended, and very beneficially, 
until the necessary improvements shall be completed. 

These views present the following results; showing the maz- 
imum amounts which, in the opinion of the navy commission- 
ers, might be beneficially expended, annually, for different series 
of years. 

Ist. ‘‘Ordnance and ordnance stores,’ during the first year 
$300,000, and during the second year $500,000; the third year 
$500,000, and the fourth year $500,000. 

2d. ‘*Gradual increase of the navy and collection of mate- 
rials,’ during the first year, $1,500,000, and each of the second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh years, about $2,417,000. 

3d. **Repairs,”? about $1,000,000, say one million of dollars 
annually. 

4th. Navy yards and dock, and other incidental heads of ex- 
penditure, $1,500,000 during the first year, and two millions and 
a half of dollars during the second year, and the like sum annu- 
ally, till the necessary improvements be completed. 

Ifan appropriation adopting these views were made, and the 
number and description of vessels recommended in our letter 
of the 2d ultimo were kept in commission without diminution 
or increase, then the annual naval expenditure, exclusive of 
the expenditure under ‘‘gradual improvement,” but including 
$400,000 annually for the corps of marines, would be— 

For the first year. ..ccccccccccccsccccsces ccccese cOy500;000 

For the 2d, 3d and 4th years, each..... ..see0 004+ 10,667,000 

For the 5th, 6th-and 7th years, each...........-+«- 10,167,000 

For the subsequent years, each. ........eceece cere 79700,000 
until the improvements in the navy yards should be completed 
to the extent desirable and necessary. All which is respectfully 
submitted. JNO. RODGERS. 

The resolution of the senate is herewith returned. 

Hon. M, Dickerson, secretary of the navy. 
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